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homes. Surroi described finding the houses of his friends empty, with all the family members
expelled, even on one occasion finding a pie on the stove that was still warm and a teapot boiling on

207
the stove.>?”’

802. [REDACTED].** [REDACTED].***

803. Haxhiu witnessed the residents of the Bregu e Diellit/Kodra ¢ Diellit neighbourhood being
expelled on 2 April 1999. Armed and mésked paramilitaries evicted the residents from their homes,
while VI and MUP directed people on the streets and ordered the displaced persons to proceed in
specific directions. Car owners were ordered (0 leave for Macedonia, while those without cars were

2082

ordered to go to the Kosovo Polje/Fushé Kosove train station. The convoy of cars leaving the

city was many kilometres ]ong.m83

804. Witness accounts from Priftina/Prishtiné establish that Serb forces and armed civilians
methodically channeled thousands of ethnic Albanians towards the train station. Bala described that
as she walked there were armed MUP and VJ on one side and Serb civilians on the other, with their
weapons pointing at the Albanians. Her group was funneled towards the main checkpoint and then
directed to the train station.””®" En route, it was apparent that Albanian shops had been destroyed
by fire and by demolition.”’®® Russo similarly described walking in a convoy, comprised primarily
of women, children and the elderly, for approximately two kilometres to the train station. He noted
that the various crossroads and road junctions had been blocked off and that armed groups of MUP,
“militia personnel” and occasionally armed civilians were guarding the road every 10-15 metres to
keep people on course. As the convoy pavsbscd_‘ ceyta’m junctions, large numbers of refugees from
other areas would join. Consistent with the haste of their férced departure, the majority .of people

% Along the way, Serb

did not even seem to be carrying suitcases or bags of personal effects.”
civilians standing at the roadsides or looking out of their windows were making derogatory
gestures, throwing things or yelling threats and insults at the Albanians, while the police made no

efforts to stop them.”®”

27 Surroi, T.294-295.

2% IREDACTED].

W81 [REDACTED].

282 Haxhiu, T.6241:P994,pp.22--28,32; P992,p.6;P993,pp.44-45.
208 Haxhiu, T.6243

208 Bala,T.2294,P420,p.7.

2055 Bala,P420,p.7.

208 Russo,P1213,p.6.

287 See: Bala, T.2295,P421,p.83;Russo,P1213;p.6.
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805. Emin Kabashi also described walking to the Pri§tina/Prishting railway station with “a very
long column of people”. Police were escorting the column all along the way.2088 There was a tank
stopped on the Vranjevac/Vranjeve Bridge that divided the convoy in two: police sent one section
to the Islamic seminary and the other to the railway station.?”® There was a Serbian police patro}
checkpoint on the way to the railway station, where police had a computer and a list of names and
were asking people about the names on the list. Kabashi saw his name on the list and so did not give
his real name to the police.2090 At one point, Kabashi saw four snipers watching them from atop

o buildings.2091

806. Onl Ap'ril,‘ Surroi similarly observed “a very big;’wé\'Ié, 4 river of people” heading towards
the railway station in Kosovo Polje/Fushé Kosova while “escorted by the Serbian police”. On 2
April 1999, he saw Albanians being stripped of their personal documents and observed a large mass
of identity cards that had been piled on the su'cct._zp92

807. Thousands of Albanians were arriving at the train station each day.”? Armed MUP,
paramilitaries and armed Serb civilians guarded the exits of the station and killed those who
attempted to flee.*® Bala, for example, observed MUP wearing blue camouflage uniforms
surrounding the Albanians and amongst them recognized particular traffic policemen from
Dragodan. There were thousands of people, primarily children, youth, women and the elderly, who
were waiting to get on the train. It seemed “as if the entire population of Prishtina was there”, and
they we1/'e tired, scared and traumatized.”®> Some people were put onto trains relatively quickly,
while others waited days and nights outside.”®® People were also loaded into bu>ses outside the

. 97
stauon.20

808. The MUP forced hundreds of Albanians into each train carriage. The compartments were so
crowded that there was no room to move, it was hard to breathe, and the children were pushed into
the overhead luggage compartments for their own safety.’”® Several trains left each day to Peneral
Iankovié/Hani 1 Elezit, a village near the Macedonian border.?””” The UroSevac/Ferizaj railway

station logbook shows that after 24 March 1999, trains were running on exceptional schedules to

2088 ¥ abashi, T.2379,P424,p.4.

W89 K abashi, T.2360,2377,P424,p.4;P425,p.9.

209 ¥ abashi, T.2378;P424,p.4;P425,pp.16-17,73.

090 K abashi,P424,p.5.

99 Surroi, T.296.

2% Bala, T.2296,P420,p.7.

2094 Kabashi,P424,p.5'.Russd,Pl213,p‘7;Bala,P4ZO,p.7‘

209 Bala, T.2295-2296,P420,p.7.

2% K abashi, T.2380,P424,p.5;Russo,P1213,p.7;Bala, T.2295-2296;P420,p.7.
2097 ¥ abashi,P424,p.5;Bucaliu,P§26,pp.52-54.

0% Bala, T.2296-2297;P420,p.7;Kabashi,P424,p.5.

209 Russo,P1213,p.7:P829; Kabashi,P424,p.5:P425,p.10;Bucaliu,P826,p.17.
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and from PriStina, and both the number of trains and the number of carriages was increased.”

201 Gerb soldiers and

These trains would go towards the border full of people and return empty.
police were onboard the lrrains.zm2 When the trains finally stopped, police and VI soldiers ordered
the refugees at gunpoint to walk along the train tracks to the border with Macedonia.'® The border
area — a “no man’s land” between Macedonia and Késovo” - was full of thousands upon thousands

of displacéd Albanians.?'*

809. Throughout the deportation process, police sought to take any identification documents from

the Albamans and destroy them. IDs were dcmandcd and destroyed along the convo y routes,'® as

2106 2107

Albanians Wdlked along the train tracks 1o the border,” ™ and/or upon arrival at the bcnde] zone.

Sexual Assault

810. [REDACTED] 2108 [REDACTED]‘_N .

2112

811. [REDACTED}*"'* [REDACTED].*""! [REDACTED].
Forces of the FRY and Serbia were responsible for the crimes in Pristina

812. The forces that participated in the expulsions in Pridtina/Prishting were identified by
witnesses as Serb police, soldiers, local civilians and “paramilitaries”, based on the clothing they

wore. There was extensive evidence that these forces worked together.

813.  Despite defence witness Milutin Filipovi¢’s claims that there were no tanks or combat units

213 orders make clear that forces were

in Pnstma/Pnshtme following the outbreak of the war,
actlve]y deployed to the area. A 27 March 1999 order from the Pristina Mlhtaly District, -for
example, tasked units “To protect the Serbian population” and “To guard roads, military

installations, and other features”. Under the heading “Neighbours”, the order also identified

2190 Bucaliu,P826,pp.12-16,51,76-77;P829,pp.108-122.

20U Bycaliu,P826,p.92.

M0 Bycaliu,P826,p.20;P829,pp.5-6;Bala,P420,pp.7-8.

2109 Bala, T.2300,2347-2348;P420,p.8:P421,p.52;Kabashi,P424,pp.5-6;Drewienkiewicz, T.6396.
204 Soe ¢.g. P840, Drewienkiewicz, T.6394-6397; Bala, P420, p.8.

2105 Gurroi, T.296. And note the similar observation of Drewienkiewicz at a later stage:T.6399.
206 Bala, T.2299;P420,p.8;P421,p.70.

40T ¥ abashi, T.2363; Drewienkiewicz,T.6396-6397.

U0 T REDACTED].

N REDACTED),

MO IREDACTED].

U TREDACTED].

U2 REDACTED].

3B Eilipovié, T.11619-11624.
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“Commands and units of the PrK and MUP deployed in the area”.>’'* The order also tasked the 50"
Military Territorial Detachment to “protect features of importance” in “co-ordination with forces of
the MUP and internal security”, and to “protect the Serbian population in the southern part of the

town of Pristina".*'*> On 1 April 1999, the PrK Command also directed the 15

™ Armoured Brigade

to “establish control of the territory and law and order in the general area of Pristina.”*''* More
generally, Filipovi¢ was a manifestly untrustworthy witness across a broad range of topics, and in

. . . cvys . 2
particular with respect to events in PriStina/Prishtiné. 17

814. At the time these crimes were committed, the MUP and the VJ had full combat control over
Pristina/Prishting and the surrvounding', areas. Priétina/Prishtiﬁé was the location of the Third Army
Command Post, the PrK Command Post and the MUP Staff.*''* The MUP Staff continued to issue
orders and dispatches from Pristina/Prishtingé while these extensive deportations were being
conducted,”!"” and Luki¢ issued many MUP Staff daily reports from PriEtina«.ovcr this period that -
expressly referred to the number of Albanians leaving Kosovo. These reports went directly to

Pordevié and to the Minister.*'*

815. Pordevi¢ himself visited the MUP Staff HQ in Pristina/Prishtin€ in mid-April 1999, and

then met with Pavkovi¢ and Lazarevi¢ at the PrK Headquarters, along with Luki¢, Stevanovi¢ and

816. The Pristina SUP was fully operative during these massive deportation operations and was
responsible to Pordevi¢. Pordevi¢ in fact personally visited the Pristina SUP and met with the SUP

2

Chief in the midst of the deportation campaign.”’”

8. Pakovica/Gjakoveé Municipality

817. Dakovica/Gjakové municipality, located in the western part of Kosovo,zl-23 was primarily
A pality p
ethnic /ﬁxlbanian.2124

21 pgo6,pp.1-2.

215 pgo6 n.3(item 5.4). See also: Filipovic, T.11624-11627.

216 pg2g pp.1-2. See also: Filipovi¢,T.11621-11622.

A1 Bilipovié, T.11578-11673.

M8 Soe ¢.g. Drewienkiewicz, P1012 and P996,para.23;Dakovic,T.7878-7879: “we arrived on the MUP premises, which
7vylags about 100 metres from our command headquarters”.

2119 See e.g. P1057,P718,P1459.

22 606 0.9, P719,P720,P721,P694,P697,P698 (Dordevic is directly named as a recipient at the top of the documents).
22 Pakovié,T.7964-7966:;Dordevic, T.9738-9740.

M2 Bakovié,T.9737-9738.

U2 pRa3,p.30.

2% Haxhibegini, T.6967-6968;P1068,p.5.

T
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(a) Dakovica/G jakové town

818. From on or about 24 March 1999 through April 1999, police systematically went from

house to house in Dakovica/Gjakové town ordering Kosovo Albanians to leave.?'?

819.  During expulsions, MUP forces created a climate of terror and fear. MUP forces attacked
people’s compounds and killed residents.”’*° In addition, police and paramilitaries, and sometimes
soldiers, set on fire, destroyed and looted many of the houses and shops belonging to Kosovo
Albanians.?'”’ All damaged property belonged to local Albanians.*'®® Reports in the OSCE-KVM
Bluebook corroborate the pattern of violence and destruction of prépeﬂy in Dakovica/Gjakové town

from 24-26 March 1999.'*

(b) Milos Gili¢ Street/Millosh Gilig Street

820. During the night of 1-2 April 1999, forces of the FRY and Serbia launched an operation
against the Cerim/Qerim district of Dakovica/Gjakové town. Over a period of several hours, Serb
forces forcibly entered houses of Kosovo Albanians, killed the occupants, and set their houses on

fire.”!*° Serbian houses were left untouched.”! Over 50 persons were killed during the action.

821. During that night, Serb police and paramilitaries attacked a house at 157 Milo§

2132 There were 21 civilians, mostly

Gilié¢/Millosh Giliq Street, firing with their automatic weapons.
women and children, in the basement of the house.””* The policemen forced them to move from the
basement into the house,”** and shot indiscriminately at the group.2135 The policemen then set the
house on fire.”’* Only 10-year-old Dren Caka survived the massacre.”’®’ The remaining 20

civilians from the basement were lqu]]ed.‘138 Forensic data, assessed by Eric Baccard, a. forensic

123 Haxhibegiri,P1068,p.9;T.6988-6989,6996-6997. See also Dula,T.8345,8398.

226 Dyla, P1268,p.3;T.8328,8334-8335,8361-8367;Hoxha,P879,p.5;P880,pp.13,15-19;P88 1,p.5;Haxhibeqiri,P10068,
9-11.

P Dula,P1268,pp.3-4;T.8336,8341-8343,8347-8348,8372-8373,8395,8399-8400;Hoxha,P880,p.12;P881,  p.4;

Haxhibegiri,P1068,pp.9—11:T.6941-6943,6947-6949,7013,7030;P1069;P1068,p.10.

428 Paxhibeqin, T.6943; Vejsa,P978,p.3.

42 p1029,pp.133,135,140,142,151,153.

230 Hoxha,P879,pp.6-7;Vejsa, T.6089;P978,pp.2-3;P979,pp.16-17;K74,P1 095,p.2;Parashumti,P903,p.5;T.5968,5993.

231 Vejsa,P978,p.3;P980:T.6096-6097;K74,P1095,pp.2-3; Parashumti P903,pp.5-6:T.5972-5974,6002,6004; P906.

2132 Hoxha,P879,pp.6-7:K74,P1095,p.5; Vejsa,P978,pp.2-3.

23 aka,T.8633:P1296,pp.6-7; Vejsa,P978,p.4.

2134 aka,T.8635-8636;P1296,pp.13,15-16,P1302.

235 Saka T.8635-8637,8642-8647;P1296,pp.10,16-22,34;P1300;P1301,pp.6-8;  Hoxha,P879,p.7;P880,pp.20-27,

Vejsa, T.6091.

213 Vejsa,P978,p.3,P979,p.18;K74,P1095,p.5, Hoxha,P879,p.7;T.5625;P880,p.28; Parashumti,P903,pp.5-6;,T.5972-

5974,6002,6004;P906.

37 Caka, T 8639-8640,8645,P1296,pp.16-17,22-23;P1302.

238 Hoxha,P879,pp.8-9;Vejsa,P978,pp.3-4;Caka,P1296,pp.21, 33. See Proof of Death Charts, Schedule G.
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pathologist, confirmed that there were at least 20 victims: one adult male, several adult females, and

12 children.?'**

822. That night, 44 other people were killed in the neighbourhood.2140

823.  On the early morning of 2 April 1999, residents and survivors from the Ccrim/Qei‘im district
joined a convoy of people leaving the town on foot and on tractors.”'*! Simﬂarly,‘between late
March and April 1999, thousands of people left Dakovica/Gjakové town and joined “a river of

ppeople, many kilometres long”, moving towards Albania.”'*?

824. The police and the army were at almost every street comer.zlv43 Checkpoints manned by

police were in the town, including at the Mete Efendi Bridge and barracks, near the town exit.21*

. . . . )
Here, policemen ordered refugees to throw all IDs and driver’s licences into two large boxes.*'*

Serb police and soldiers escorted convoys to the Kosovo/Albanian border at Cafa Prusit/Qafa e

Prushit.”'*® There, police and soldiers manned the checkpoint and asked refugees for their IDs.

People in the convoy were eventually allowed to cross the border at Qafa e Prushit."*®

825. Defence witness Milo§ DoSan, Commander of the 52" ARB based in Dakovica/Gjakové

2149 observed large groups of people moving through and leaving Dakovica/Gjakové town at

town,
the end of March and early April 1999."*° He denied Serb forces deported Kosovo Albanians from
their homes_.215 ! He claimed that people left because of NATO/depleted uranium, terrorist activity
and propa}._ganda.m2 Dosan’s testimony is neither credible nor reliable because it is biased. He had

an interest in distancing himself from crimes because his brigade was involved in crimes in

239 Baccard,P1139,pp.15,37-39;P1161, pp.2-10,T.7661-7663;P1140,pp.18-19.

20 Hoxha,P880,pp.33,37.

2 oxha,P879,p.8;P881,p.15:Caka, T.8649;P1296,pp.26-27; Haxhibeqiri,P1068,p.11;K74,P1095,p.6; Vejsa,T.6092-
6093;P978,p.3.

242 Haxhibeqiri,P1068,p.11;T.6938.

2143 Hoxha,P879,p.8. See also K74,P1095,p.6.

2% Dyta,T.8347; Vejsa, T.6093-6094;P978,p.3;P979,pp.8—9;Parashumti, T.5978,6013;Hoxha,P879,p.8.

245 Dyyla,T.8347-8349; Vejsa, T.6093-6094;P978,p.3;P979,p.9; Parashumti, T.5978; Hoxha,P879,p.8;P880,p.34.

2 Dyuta,P1268,p.4,T.8229,8347,8349;K74,P1095,p.6.

247 Dula,P1268,p.4;Hoxha,P879,p.8:P881pp.15-17,30-31; Vejsa,P978,p.4;P979,p.9;K74,P1095,p.6;Caka, T.8649,8663~
8664,8668.

2148 Hoxha, P879,p.8:P881,pp. 16-17; Vejsa,PI78,p.4.

249 Dogan, T.11338,11435-11436;D685,pp.2-3.

219 pyogan, T.11383-11384,11467-11469;D685,pp.28,367.

1 Hogan,D68S,pp.29,80.

M2 Dyogan, T.11424-11425,11469-11470,11514-11515;D685,pp. 07 28,61,79.
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1\/Ieja/].\/lej<‘=;.2153 In contrast to his testimony, witnesses leaving Dakovica/Gjakove town consistently

testified they left because Serbian police forced them to leave and made them fear for their lives.”'**

Destruction of cultural property and religious sites

826. Between the end of March and early April 1999, VI and MUP forces burned or damaged
many Albanian historical and religious sites in Dakovica/Gjakové town, especially its old historic

quarter, including: the bazaar, Hadum mosque and adjoining Islamic Library.

827.  Witness Dula’s house was situated approximately 300m away from the old Hadum mosque
in the town’s historic quarter.”™> In the night between 24 and 25 March 1999, Dula heard Serbian
voices,”'*® wood and shops burning,”*>’ and explosions and shelling from the bazaar area.”’”® The
following morning, 25 March 1999, Dula saw that almost her entire neighbourhood was destroyed.
Many of the old bazaar shops were still smoking or on fire,”'>? and the Hadum mosque had been.
damaged: the top of the minaret tower had collapsed on the ground.zmo Haxhibeqiri, a town

2161 2162

resident, saw the old historic quarter burning™ " and mosque damaged at similar times to Dula,

" corroborating her evidence. In early April 1999, he also saw “paramilitaries” setting houses on fire .

in his neighbourhood, Hadum or Carshia ¢ Vieter.'®?

828. Riedlmayer’s report and testimony support the conclusion that the old bazaar shops, Hadum
mosque, ité library and Islamic school had been heavily damaged and burned.”'®* The pattern and
the nature of the damage suggested that fire from the ground, rather than air strikes, caused the
destruction.?'®> These findings do not support the Defence claims®'® that NATO air-strikes had

caused the damage in the old bazaar of Dakovica/Gjakové. Further, Riedlmayer’s report recorded

U3 Py %an, T.11392-11393,11398,11473;D703,p.2;P958,p.33.

21 Tyula,P1268,pp.2, 4;T.8349,8357-8360,8375,8399;HoxhaP879,p.8;P880,p.25;K74,P1095,p.0. See. also Part Il
Section(B)(3). :

255 PDyla,P1268,p.2.

2156 Dyla,P1268,p.2;T.8358.

257 Pyula,P1268,p.2;T.8333,8361.

458 Dula,T.8374-8375.

2% Dyla,P1268,p.3;T.8336-8339,8378—-8379;P1269.

290 1yyja, P1268,p.4;T.8336-8337,8339-8341;P1104,p.1;P1107.

216! Haxhibeqiri,P1068,p.9,T.6947-6949;P1069.

462 Haxhibeqiri, T.6942;P1069, mark 2.

U6 Haxhibeqiri, T.6940-6943;P1068,p.10.

2160 Riedimayer,T.7509-7519;P1104,p.1;P1108,p.1:P1099,pp.87-92;P1106;P1110. See also Haxhibeqiri,T.0945,7008-
7009

2163 Riedlmayer,T.7510-7511,7646-7647;P1099,p.88.

2166 §pe ¢.9. Dotan,D683,p.29. See also Dosan,T.11353-11354,11456-11458;0687,pp.1-2;D685,pp.58,310.
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that informants saw MUP forces setting the bazaar and Hadum mosque on fire the night after the

NATO bombing began.

2167

829. Corroborating Riedlmayer’s conclusions, Vejsa, a Milo§ Gili¢ Street resident, testified that
NATO did not bomb the Dakovica/Gjakové historic centre between 24 March and 2 April 1999 268
Similarly, VI daily situation reports do not record a significant bombardment of Dakovica/Gjakove

around 24 March 1999.*'®
Forces of the FRY and Serbia were responsible for the crimes committed in Pakovica/Gjakové

830. The crimes committed in the Pakovica/Gjakové municipality were committed by forces of
the FRY and Serbia in organised and co-ordinated actions. The evidence shows that VJ and MUP
units were involved in operations, often together, in Dakovica/Gjakové town and municipality

" during thé Indictment period.

831. Already from summer 1998, VJ units were present in Dakovica/Gjakové.*"® From March
until June 1999, the VI operated in Pakovica/Gjakove with the 549" Mtbr,'7! the 52" ARB, 2" the
52" MPBn,>'"? the 125" Mtbr,”'”* and Pakovica VTOd.*'”® The commanders of these units were

subordinated to Lazarevic.

832, 1In 1999, Dordevi¢ personally ordered the deployment and redeployment of the 23 and 73"

PJP Detachments to Pakovica/Gjakove.” "

(c) Korenica/Korenicg

833.  On 25 March 1999, VJ forces entered the villages of Deva/Devé and Babaj and executed -

. R 2
eight civilian men.”'”’

834. On 27 March, soldiers led by a VI commander named Dragan ordered villagers to leave

2179

Guska/Guské within one hour for Albania.”'"® They left in a convoy, and were ultimately sent to

2197 Riedlmayer, T.7503;P1099,pp.92-93;P1105,p.2;P1108.

168 Vejsa, T.6098-6099.

4% See D930,pp.1-2. The first mention of damage inflicted in the Pakovica is the entry from 28 March 1999: between

’21?5600 and 23:15, the Devet Jugovica barracks were bombarded with no consequences: D930,p.4.
A0 D728,p.1.

27 See ¢.g. D37,pp.2,4-6,18,P1032.

2958 np.6,9,12.

2113 p338 1.6, See Peraj,T.1341.

A pgig,

2173 pgQ. ,

276 p136:P711;P1182. See also P1193;P1195;P1487;P1185;P1189;P1196;P1199;P1488,
-2 Deda,P1030,p.5.

28 Deda,P1030,p.5;P1031,p.4:T.6542.

e e — . . 108 . AN T ANTA



IT-05-87/1-T p.8633

Korenica/Korenicé.”'*® Similarly, on 4 April 1999, a uniformed and heavily armed policeman

named Milutin Prai¢evi¢ and other police officers ordered families in Korenica/Korenice to leave

2182 2183

for Albania.”'®! They too 1¢ft in a convoy, but were ordered back to Korenica/Korenicé.

835. On 27 April 1999, Korenica/Korenicé was attacked during the Meja operation, as described

below.

(d) Meja/Mejé

836.  On the morning of 27 April 1999, VI, MUP and paramilitary forces began sweeping tﬁrou ¢h
the Reka/Caragoj Valley, from the village of Dobro§/Dobrosh to Korenica/Korenicg, forcibly

expelling Albanian residents and setting their homes on fire.?'

837. Witness K73 stated that his VJ unit first “sealed” the village of Dobro§/Dobrosh and. the .
“cleansing” continued from there for two days until they reached Korenica/Korenice.”'® On the
first day they expelled “hundreds” of Albanian civilians and set their houses on fire.®

[REDACTED].2'¥

838. Similarly, witness K90 said his VJ unit blockaded and “secure[d]” the area around
Korenica/Korenicé and 1\/16]'2;1/Mejé.2188 Many police were then deployed into the area, and

“randomly fired.into homes”. 2189 A5 villagers began to flee, their homes would be “set alight”. 2190

839.  About 35 soldiers, paramilitaries and policemen ordered Lizane Malaj’s family out of their
house in Korenica/Korenicg, stole three cars and made the men lie down at gunpoint.”'”! Elsewhere
in KOISHICH/KOIGTHCG nme men weajmv umfouns which were not the nonnal” army. uniforms

forced everyone out of the house in which Merita Deda, a 1efugee from Guska/Guske was

27 Deda,P1030,p.5:T.6537-6338.
21 Tyeda,P1031,p.5;T.6537-6538.
28I Nalaj T.811,857-858.
282 Malaj, T.809-811.
2183 Malaj, T.811.
8 73 [REDACTED];P330-A,para4].
2185 73, [REDACTED]; P330-A,para.41.
186 K73 P330-A,para.42;P331-A,para.8; [REDACTED]. [REDACTED].
M8 IREDACTED)].
- 218 90, P321 ,para.48:T.1452-1453.
U89 K 9(),P321 para.48;T . 1344-1345.
M9 K90,P321 para.48.
#9! Malaj,T.813-816,864~865.
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2192 That same morning in Meja/Mejé, four uniformed men, including two local MUP

2193

sheltering.

officers, told Martin Pnishi’s family to leave, as they were about to burn the house down.

840. A consistent practice of Serb forces, including policemen, throughout‘the Meja/Mejé
-operation was to separate the men from the women, and then beat, rob and kill the men. This
happened to the men in Malaj’s and Deda’s family and houses.*'”* Serb forces made ihe women in
Deda’s house raise three fingers and shout “Serbia, Serbia”.*'® The rest of the family members
2196 2198

were told to walk to Albania.”'?**'?" After the killings, Serb forces set the houses on fire.

841. Police, VI sOldierS and 'péx‘amilitax'ies manned checkpoints on the roads where. they:
separated out the men and killed them.'® At one checkpoint, K90 saw hundreds of displaced
Albanians “coming from everywhere”.**** MUP officers separated men {rom women, and “herded”
at Jeast three to four groups of up to 10 men into houses in a compound at g,unpoint.zzo1 There, the

202 2203

police executed the Albanian men.” "~ Later, K90 saw the police set fire to these houses.

842. At a checkpoint on the road near his home in Meja/Mejé, Pnishi observed Serb forces

separating the men from the women, then sending some men to the nearby school building.2204 Nike

Peraj, a VI officer, later saw four men’s dead bodies lying behind the school’s toilets.”*®

843. During the course of the Meja/Mejé operation, forces of the FRY and Serbia killed at least
344 people. Years later, the human remains of approximately 300 of these victims were exhumed
from mass graves at Batajnica, including those of some of Malaj’s and Deda’s relatives.**%

844. The displaced Albanians who were not executed were forced to leave Kosovo. Convoys of
-refugees from  villages  throughout the ‘Reka/Caragoj - valley, - including- -Korenica/Korenicg,

Guska/Guské, Junik, Dakovica/Gjakové and Skivjane/Skivjan, made their way to Albania. "

4% Deda,P1031,pp.5-6,8,17,34;P1030,p.6. See also Peraj,P313,para.90.
" 2199 Phighi, T.6574-6575,6578;P1033,pp.2-3;P1034,pp.5-6. [REDACTED].
2% Malaj, T.818; Deda,P1031,pp.5-7;P1030,p.6.
2% Deda,P1030,p.6;P1031,pp.5-6.
2% Malaj,T.815-818.
29 Malaj,T.819.
2% Malaj, T.819-820,873-874. [REDACTED];K90,T.1346.
4% Gee also Pnishi,P1033,p.4;T.1448;Peraj,P313,paras.73-74.
290 K90,P321 para.53.
201 K90,P321,paras.54,59, 61;T.1351-1352.
2% K90,P321,paras.59-60.
203 K90,P321 para.66.
204 ppishi,P1033pp.4,9.
205 peraj,P313,para.69.
206 600 PO8;PO9;P100;576; Annex C, Schedule H; Deda,P1031,p.7;Malaj,T.830-832.
7 Malaj,T.821-823,825-828:P295: Abrahams, T.3969-3972;P756,pp.25-31.
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Along the way, VI soldiers and police manned checkpoints and lined the road, forcing them to keep

Walking.2208
/ .
845.  So that Kosovo Albanians could not return, Serb forces, including police, took the refugees’

IDs and registration plates as they expelled them from their houses, at checkpoints and at the

27
border.?*%

Forces of the FRY and Serbia were responsible for the crimes commiltted during the Meja/Mejé

operation

846. Peraj stated that in early March 1999, the PrK Chief of Security, Momir Stojanovic, told
him that Serbian forces would carry out a cleansing plan against Albanians in Dakovica/Gjakove

" was killed along

municipality.m0 On 22 April 1999, Stojanovic’s relative, Milutin Pragéevié,”
with other MUP officers in a KLA ambush.”*"* Stojanovi¢ held an informal gathering in
Dakovica/Gjakové town and prior to mourning Pl'a§éevié’s death.”?"® There, in an “emotional
outburst” he told Nikola Micunovié (V] Major commanding reservist units of the Territorial
Defence, aka “Dragan”) and Colonel Kovadevi¢ (commander of Dakovica/Gjakové MUP station) .
that at least 100 “heads” had to be eliminated and all houses burned-in rcvcnge.2214 Days later,
Micunovi¢ told Peraj that “the valley of Carragojs was going to pay a very high price”. > As
demanaed by Stojanovié, six days after Prai¢evi¢’s murder, over 300 Albanian “heads” were in fact

elim'mated, and most Albanian homes burned.

847.  Around this time, about 400 policemen arrived in the area in buses and civilian vehicles. !¢

By at least 25 April 1999, the VJ and the MUP had deployed their units to the area northwest of
Meja/Meje, towards J unik.*?” | -

848. Documentary evidence shows that both VJ and MUP units were engaged, specifically: VJ
125" Mtbr:22'8 clements of the 63 Parachute Brigade, 52d MPBn;**'? 2™ Battalion of the 549"

208 Nalaj, T.821,823,827-828. See also Deda,P1030,pp.6-8.
2209\ 1alaj,T.816,828:Pnishi,P1033,p.4;Peraj,P313,para.73;D34,para.8. See also K89,P1274,pp.82--83.
210 peraj P313,para.57.

211 gtojanovi¢, T.11888. See Malaj,T.809-811,857-858.

212 p1544;Peraj,P313,para.59;K90,P321,para.47.

213 peraj,P313,paras. 59-62.

2219 peraj, P313,paras.59—60.

2213 peraj, P313,para.58.

216 ¥90,P321,para.47;T.1343.

217 p949:P950).

218 p949:P950.

219 perai, P313,para.65;T.1200;P317.
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Mtbr;??% 52" ARB;***' and one company of MUP PJP 73" Territorial Detachment was deployed

2222

in the Ponogevacé/Ponoshec, Korenica/Korenicé, and Smocica/Smolicé villages area.

849, On a map, Peraj showed the deployment of VI and MUP units along the Dakovica/Gjakove-
Decane/Degan road.”** During the operation, the 63" Parachute Brigade moved down the left side
of the valley, parallel with the 52" MPBn. The PJP 73" Territorial Detachment moved down the

right side of the vaney'lm

850. In a 27 April combat report, the Commander of the 125™ Mtbr, Dragan Zivanovié, referred
1o a column of “Siptar civilians” on the axis of the Seremet/Sheremetaj-Racaj/Rracaj-
Dakovica/Gjakové and “further on”.***® This axis would have passed through or near Meja/Mejé.
The task for the following day was to “continue mopping up the general area of Reka in a concerted

action with the MUp».232¢ {

851.  On 27 April, the 2" Battalion of the 549" Mibr blocked off the Korenica/Korenicé villaje

2229

axis.???” Other VJ units did the same.***® Many police were then deployed into the area.

852.  Seielj’s and Arkan’s units were also deployed in the area.”>"

853. General Lazarevi¢ and Lieutenant-Colonel Goran Jeftovi¢ (Staff Officer for PrK operations)
coordinated the overall action from Dakovica/(}jakové.2231 By late April 1,999, Lazarevié was
primarily based at the Dakovica/Gjakové forward command post, together with other members of
the PrK Command.’**? From there, he directed the operations on the ground and received reports
from Novica Stankovi¢ and Milan Kotur at a VJ command post.,z_233 Colonel Kotur, from the

Prk, > was deployed (o a command post at the Catholic Church northwest of Osek. village, where

2201337 pp.10-12;Dosan, T.11479,1 1481; [REDACTED].
221 p958 p.33:Posan, T.11392-11393,11398,11473;P703,p.2
22 p949 p.2. See also Peraj,P313,para.65.

2223 Peraj,P313,paras.64-65;P317,T.1225-1227.

224 73 P330-A,paras.37,41;[REDACTED],P337, [REDACTED].
22 p9s0,p.2. A

26 p950,p.3.

22 D37,pA1.

28 K90,P321,para.48;T.1452-1453; [REDACTED].

2P K00,P321,para.48;T.1344-1345.

2% ppishi,P1033,p.5;Peraj;P313,para.80.

31 peraj,P313,para.65.

232 peraj, P313,para.91.

233 Peraj,P313,paras.91,93.

23 Peraj, T.1264.
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he had a clear view of the Reka/Caragoj valley to direct the operation.””” The MUP command post

was located in the Dervish prayer house in the DuZlje/Duzhnjé village.?>*

854. Defence witness Momir Stojanovié went to great lengths to undermine. Peraj’s testimony.
Stojanovi¢ denied he ever said that there would be a cleansing operation, and that Serb forces
should seek retribution for PrasCevic’s 'killing.zm Stojanovic had a personal interest in undermining
Peraj’s testimony, as it implicated him in instigating the murder of over 300 Albanians. To diétancc—:
himself from these comments, Stojanovié made highly incredible claims, including: he did not

ST . - 2238 - o
remember Praicevié was killed during the war,”" he was evasive about whether Prascevic was a.

2.

police officer:>>? hé even denied that he knew at the time that the KLA killed Prascevic. Y Given. - .

that it was Stojanovi¢’s job to gather KLA intelligence, that the initial criminal report stated clearly
that terrorists killed Pragéevi¢,”*! and that multiple witnesses were aware that the Meja/Mejé action

was at least partly in response to this terrorist killing,2242 these denials are not worthy of belief.

855. TFurther, Stojanovi¢ went to great lengths to distance himself from the crimes committed in
Meja/Mejé. He claimed not to know that the VJ had committed ény crimes during the operation,
even though it was his job to learn of crimes committed by the VJ and investigate them.?* Since
the action led to the murder of over 300 people, thousands of displaced Albanians, and homes
burning throughout the entire valley, either Stojanovi¢ was negligent in his job or he was not
truthful. At a minimum, it is clear that he had little interest in investigating the crimes committed
during the (Meja/Mejé operation: when remains of those killed there were found in a mass grave in
Batajnica, he conducted no/invesligation, even though he was Chief of Security of the Army of
Serbia and Montenegro at the time_.zzl44 In general, Stojanovi¢ was an incredible witness who tried to-

. assist himself and the defence rather than give objective, truthful testimony. -

856. The organisation and planning involved in the Meja/Mejé operation are further evidenced by

the fact that VJ and MUP forces hid the dead bodies of the Albanians they murdered. Peraj saw four

2235 pefaj,P313.para.63;P317.

| 2255 Peraj,P313.para.63;P317.
237 Stojanovic, T.11894-11895.
2238 Grojanovic, T.11890.
239 Stojanovic,T.11906-11908.
240 giojanovic, T.11889-11890.
241 p1544;Stojanovié,T.11903.
22 yo%an, T.11476-11478.
24 giojanovic, T.11929.
244 Stojanovi¢,T.11938-11944.
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trucks driving towards Dakovica/Gjakové town from Meja/Mejé with a police escort, transporting

piles of bodies.”S The MUP then buried these bodies in mass graves.”*

9. Gnijilane/Gijilan Municipality

857. Beginning around 24 March 1999, VI, MUP and parémﬂitary forces expelled thousands-of
Albanians from Gnjilane/Gjilan municipality, including the villages of ZegralZhegér,

Vladovo/Lladové, Vlastica/Vlastica, and Prilepnica/Pérlepnice.

(a) Zegra/thgér

858.  In 1999, the village of Zegra/Zhegér had approximately 4,000 residents. Out of about 600

houses, roughly 70 houses were S erb. 22

859.  Throughout March 1999 there was a noticeable build-up of MUP, paramilitary and VJ
forces in Zeg_:ra/th—:gér.2248 These forces were primarily based ‘in the radiator factory, the
agricultural co-operative and the primary school.?**? VT forces also expelled Albanian families from
their homes in order to quarter soldiers.”® Two or three weeks before the NATO campaign started,
reservists and regular VJ soldiers manned a checkpoint at the entrance of the village to check
residents’” identity documents.”"! Forces in APC’s and tanks patrolled the area daily. >

860. On 28 March 1999 (Muslim holiday of Bajram), the Serb families in Zegra/Zhegér started to
mark their homes with a white cloth on the door to distinguish their houses from the Albanian
ones.”?>® Paramilitaries assisted by local Serbs searched the village for prominent Albanians.”***
They attempted to locate the LDK president, Tahir Tahiri, but did not succeed and instead killed his
brother, Shyqeri Tahiri.?*> | o | o

245 Peraj,P313,paras. 86,88,

246 Soe Part 111, Section(B)(5).

247 Shabani,P786,p.2;P787,para.4.

2248 P1028,p.812. See also Shabani,P786,pp.2-3;P787,para.2.

2249 Shabani,P786,pp.2-3. See also K81,P792,p.6;P793,p.16 (the factory was located at the entrance to the Zegra/Zhegér
;/215101age approximately one kilometre away from Vladovo/Lladové). :

=" Shabani,P786,p.3.

5! Shabani,P786,p.2.

252 Shabani,P786,p.2.

25 Shabani,P786,p.2;P788,pp.22-25. :

25 Shabani,P788,pp.5-6;P786,p.3. Shabani names the local Serbs who provided the list of prominent Albanians (P787,
para.5). K81 corroborated Shabani’s evidence and gave a list of civilians he saw working with the
soldiers/paramilitaries. K81,P792,p.8. ’

2% Shabani,P786,p.3;P788,p.5.
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861. On 29 March, MUP, VJ, paramilitary and local Serbs began sttemaﬁcally expelling the
ethnic Albanian residents from Zegra/Zhegér.**® Serb forces in APC’s drove through the village
firing machine guns at houses.?>*” VJ soldiers went from house to house, forcing people to leave at
gunpoint.”**® They shot at and injured several res}idents.2259 Most of the villagers fled to the
mour.ltains.2260 They sought v 1‘éfuge in the woods and the neighbouring village of Donja
Stubla/Stubélic E Poshtme, where they lived in very difficuh conditions for about five weeks.”"'

862. In ecarly April, villagers from other parts of Gnjilane/Gjilan municipality, such as
) Ribnjk/Rimnik, Delekar, Budrika/Burtke E Eperme, Mogila/Mogillé, Nosalje/Nosalé and
Y lédovolLladové, also fled to Donja Stubla/Stubélle E Polshtme., after Scrb férces attacked their
villages,”®* killing and injuring many civilians.”*® Some of the wounded died upon arrival in

Donja Stubla/Stubélle E Poshtme.

22064

2265

863. By mid April, roughly 20,000 people had amassed in Donja Stubla/Stubélle E Poshtme.
Food and water became scare, so large groups of refugees began leaving the village everyday in the

. . . 272
direction of Macedonia.?**®

864. One group of about 600 Albanians left Donja Stubla/Stubglle E Poshtme in early May.”"’

On their way to Macedonia, they were shot at by VI soldiers. Later, thirty to forty VJ and
paramilitary forces stopped them near a border crossing and separated the men from the women.
The forces surrounded the men at gunpoint, and threatened to kill them.?*®® Their commander yelled
ethnic insults at the Albanians, and ordered the group to walk to Preshevé/PreSevo, Serbia.”*® The
convoy set off for Preshevé/Presevo and, over the night, was joined by 300 other Albanians,

including some from Zegra/Zhegé1‘.2270 They all crossed into. Macedonia the following, day.mv1

236 Shabani,P786,p.3;P788,pp.4-6.

257 Shabani,P786,p.3;P787,para.8.

238 Shabani,P786,p.3.

2259 Shabani,P786,p.3;P787,paras.9-12.
2% Shabani,P786,p.3. Some villagers attempied to go back and were expelled a second time (Shabani,P787,paras.13-
14:P788,pp.6-7).

2261 Shabani,P786,pp.4-5;P788,pp.41-42.
2262 Shabani, P786,p.4.

2283 Shabani,P786,p.4.

2264 Shabani,P786,p.4.

2265 Shabani, P786,p.4.

265 Ghabani,P786,pp.4-5;P788,pp.41-42.
2267 Shabani,P786,p.5;P788,p.7.

2268 Shabani,P786,p.5; P788,pp.45-46.
26 Shabani,P786,pp.5-6 P788,pp.7-9,84.
270 Shabani,P786,p.6;P788,p.7.

27! Shabani,P786,p.6.
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By 26

June 1999, when some villagers returned to Zegra/Zheg'c”r, all but a few of the Albanian houses

865. In total, about 1,200 to 1,300 people fled Zegra/Zhegér at the end of March 1999.

were cither totally or partially burned, while Serb houses were intact.”*”

(b) Vladovo/Lladové

866. On 25 March 1999, armed VI and paramilitaries entered Vladovo/Lladové on eight to 10
buses.?”’”* Many of the paramilitaries, including men known as Arkan’s Tigers, stayed in a factory
with the VJ at the entrance to Zegra/Zhegér.>’> They were armed with automatic guns and drove
civilian vehicles. They set up check-points, stole residents” cars, and mistreated the civilian

population.2276

867. Many of the villagers, including women, children and the elderly, fled to the mountains,
from where they could see that Serb forces kept shooting in the village.”””’ Around 2 April; a
handful of villagers decided to go back to Vladovo/Lladové.?*™® VI soldiers in dark green uniforms
opened fire on them with automatic guns, wounding and killing vill’a,gers.2279

868.  After about two weeks, the villagers ran out of food, and a group of them went to the village

of Zub/Zhub.***® Shortly thereafter, the VI began attacking civilian houses in Zub/Zhub, causing the
" residents to flee. Soldiers opened fire on the fleeing civilians.””®' The group from Vladovo/Lladové

managed to escape and later joined a convoy of 1,000 people travelling to the Macedonia.”***
Police and VJ escorted the convoy to the Macedonian border._2283 At the border, MUP searched the

convoy, and took everyone’s 1D papers.”®* The convoy had'to_remain at the Macedonian border

until the border crossing opened, and eventually crossed on 14 April 1999778

212 Shabani,P786,pp.3-4:P788,pp.6-7. K81 also witnessed people flecing Zegra/Zhegér around this time
(K81,P792,p.8).

213 Shabani,P787,para.19 (Shabani said that roughly 120 Albanian houses were totally burned and 420 were partially
burned). K81 also confirmed that Albanian houses in Zegra/Zhegér were burned, while Serb houses were intact
(K81,P792,p.8). .

274 K81,P792,p.6:P793,p.3 (correction to the number of buses: 8 to 10, not 80 buses). VI soldiers wore dark green
uniforms, while the paramilitaries wore parts of uniforms or civilian clothes, had long beards, and appeared to be older
than the VJ soldiers (K81,P792,p.6;P793,pp.17,20).

2715 ¥81,P792,p.6;P793,pp. 16,20,23. The factory was located at the entrance (o the Zegra/Zhegér village approximately
one kilometre away from Vladovo/Lladove.

276 K 81,P792,p.6;P793,p.19.

211K 81,P792,pp.6-7. '

28 K81,P792,p.7.

219 K81,P792,p.7.

280 K81,P792,pp.8-9.

281 Ke1,P792,p.9.

282 K 81,P792,p.9.

28 ¥ 81,P792,p.9.

28 K 81,P792,p.9.

83 K81,P792,p.9.
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(¢) Prilepnica/Pérlepnicé

869. Prilepnica/Pérlepnicé, located north-east of the town of Gnjilane/Gjilan, had about 3,000

primarily Albanian inhabitants as of March 19992286

870. On 6 April, ten to fifteen soldiers came into the village, fired their guns, and caused some
frightened residents to flee.”® The soldiers said that they had orders from Belgrade to empty the
village and threatened the village imam, Abdylhaqim Shagiri, and told him to instruct the
population to leave their homes.”*®® The villagers were given two hours-to leave in the direction of

< ... 228
Urosevac/Ferizaj.**

871. A convay of about 3,000 people and 400 cars left Prilepnica/Pérlepnicé.”*° The convoy first
stopped near Kmetofc/Kmetovee village at a MUP and VI checkpoint, where they were questioned
by VI soldiers.”" They continued on the road and were later stopped by the police who informed
them that the Gnjilane/Gjilan SUP had sent orders instructing the convoy to return to
2202

Prilepnica/Pérlepnice. Some vi]lagérs returned to Prilepnica/Pérlepnicé that night to find their

houses destroyed, looted and raided.””.

872. About one week later, on 13 or 14 April, the VI ordered Prilepnica/Pérlepnice€ villagers to
leave again. Two local reserve VJ soldiers, Ljuba Palamarevic and Djilas Mladenovic, said that they
had orders to empty Pr'116:];>nica1/Pérlepnicé.ng4 The entire village ev}acuéted again the following day
with a MUP escort in a convoy of approximately 500 vehicles. They were later joined by expelled
villagers from Kosac/Kosovee. ™ When they reached Macedonia, border police ordered them to
leave all their vehicles in a nearby field along with the keys and h'\censes. They were later taken on

buses from Macedonia to different refugee camps.”*® -

286 Shaqiri,P729,p.5.

287 Shaqiri,P729,pp.6-9. Most of the soldiers wore solid olive-green-grey -uniforms. One or two wore green camouflage.
They carried automatic rifles, Kalashnikovs, and spoke Serbo-Croatian.

8 Shagqiri,P729,pp.8-11.

izi Shaqiri,P729,p.17.

“** Shagqiri,P729,p.23.

291 Shaqiri,P729,pp.23-24. VJ soldiers were wearing olive-green-grey uniforms. The MUP were wearing traffic police
uniforms with white ribbons on the arm.

2% §haqiri,P729,pp.25-30; P731.

2% Shaqiri,P729,pp.30-32.

2% Shaqiri,P729,pp.33-36.

% Shaqiri,P729,pp.38-41.P733 maps the route.

2% Shaqiri,P729,pp.55-56,P732;P733.



IT-05-87/1-T p.8624
4H1

Destruction of cultural property: Viastica/Viastica

873. In late March to early April, forces described as VI soldiers assisted by local armed civilians
attacked the village of Vlastica/Vlastica. They looted and burned houses.”*” The forces also set the
VlasticaVlastica mosque on fire.”*® Riedlmayer categorized the VlasticaVlastica mosque as
“heavily damaged”.”*’ The database entry for the Vlatica mosque shows that the interior was
burned out.**% Information from the EU/IMG report as well as a media account also confirmed

damages to the interior of the mosque_BOl

-Forces of the FRY and Serbia were responsible for the crimes in Grjilane/Gjilan municipality -

874. VI, MUP, and paramilitary forces were present during the expulsions of the civilian

population from Gnjilane/Gjilan municipality. The VI was present with the 175" Infantry Brigade,

2302 .
02 Various “armed. non-

2303

deployed in the area until at least mid-April, together with MUP forces.

Albanian civilians” and “paramilitaries” were reported to be working alongside the Serb forces.

875. Witnesses identified both VJ and MUP forces as perpetrators of the crimes committed in
Gnjilane/Gjilan municipality, either through the uniforms they wore, or through the fact that some

of the soldiers, policemen or local Serbs committing crimes were known to victims and

. 230
witnesses. 04

876. Documentary evidence in the Trial Record shows that:

- On or about 19 March to 21 March 1999, the OSCE-KVM reported a large military

presence including armored vehicles in the border area to the south of anilanc/Gjilan.23O5

This coincides with the expulsions in Zegra/Zhegér, which began in late March.”%

- By the end of March 1999, the 58" Military Territorial Detachment (VTOd), in
coordination with the 52"¢ Mixed Artillery Brigade, the 175" Infantry Brigade, and MUP

forces, was deployed in the town of Gnjilane/Gjilan and in other villages in the area. "’

297 K 81,P793,p.18.

2% K 81,P792,p.7;P793,pp.7-8,P795.

2% Riedlmayer, T.7538;P1099,pp.78-79;P795,P1125;P1126.

290 Riedlmayer,T.7539;P1126;P1099,p.78.

20! Riedlmayer, T.7539;P1126.

B2 p766,p.2. See also P1028,p.812;P896.

203 Shabani,P786,pp.2-3;P788,pp.5-6;K81,P792,pp.6,8:P793,pp.16,20,23;Shagiri,P729,pp.6-9.
20 Shabani,P788,pp.5-6;P786,p.3;P787,para.5;K81,P792,pp.6,8:P793,pp.17,20;Shagiri,P729,pp.6-9,23-24.
205-p1028,p.812.

2% Shabani,P786,pp.3-4;P788,pp.5-6.

07 Pg9G,p.5(8.1).
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- At a MUP Staff meeting of 4 April 1999, SUP chief Gavrani¢ reported “problems with

volunteers in Zegra”, and that about 50,000 persons had moved out. %

- A report on criminal proceedings alleged that, on 20 March 1999, seven
... 2309

soldiers/volunteers from the 175" Infantry Brigade committed crimes in 7egra/Zhegér.
- On 3 April 1999, a Joint Command order tasked the Ni§ Corps, a tactical group of the
252" Armoured Battalion, and the 175" Infantry Brigade, with the assistance of the armed

non-Albanian population, to support the MUP in combat actions in the area.”'”

10. Urogevac/Ferizaj

(a) Staro Selo/Fshati I Vieter

'877.  On the night of 24 March 1999, a Praga sitting on the Urosevac/Ferizaj—Gnjilane/Gjilan
road fired towards Staro Selo/Fshati 1 Vjeter.2311 “[M]any houses were hit by the shells.””"? In

response to the shelling, the residents in the outlying houses in the village, including witness

Bajram Bucaliu and his family, moved in with relatives living closer to the village centre.>"”

878. On 2 April, a VI forces consisting of approximately 50 soldiers and 5 tanks entered the
village.”'* The soldiers confiscated villagers’ vehicles and required villagers to hand over

23
weapons” "

879. The soldiers remained in Staro Selo/Fshati I Vjeter until the morning of 5 April 1999, when

they left in the direction of the Gnjilane/Gjilan road.”'® Before leaving the village, they set fire to

“some of the Albanian homes they had previously occupied.2317

880. In the Ldl]y afternoon that same day, approximately 80 par amlhtaues arrived in the village

from the direction of the Pristina-Skopje road. 318 The paramilitaries said that they were S(?SCIJ s

231
men. ?

208 p64.p.2.

. P9 po6d . 7 See also Dakovic,T.8151-8152.
2310 P766

s Bucahu T 5068,5099;P824,p.2.

“12 Bucalin, T.5068.

B Bucaliu, T.5068;P824,p.2.

21 Bucaliu,P824,p.2,P827,p.4.

815 Bycaliu,P§26,p.2:P827,pp.6,42,45,68.
216 Bucaliu,P824,p.3;P826,p.25.P827,p.6.
Y Bucaliu,P824,p.3;P826,p.25,P827,p.6.
218 pucaliu, T.5054,5090,5093;P824,p.3;P827,pp.7-9:P826,p.27.
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881. The paramilitaries took control of the village, placing a curfew, confiscating vehicles,

extorting money, and forcing a number of local young men to dig trenches.*

882.  On 13 April 1999, the paramilitaries killed three villagers and took four others, including
two women, to an unknown location.””! News of the killings spread qui,ckly,2322 and caused the
entire village, excépt four Albanian families, to flee the next day. Bucaliu explained that the killings
left the villagers no choice but to leave.
883. The villagers travelled in a convoy of 500 to 600 people toward Urosevac/Ferizaj.”** The
convoy had to pass through a joint VI-MUP checkpoint at the bridge junction with the Skopje—

Pri§tina/Prishtina highway.**
884. In UroSevac/Ferizaj town, there were tanks in the town centre and checkpoints throughout
the town “at crucial points,” allowing theni to'control the exits and entrances to neighbourhoods.2326

There were streams of people walking on foot towards the train station.”*’ Bucaliu and his family

began their jdurney to Macedonia by train the following day as described below.

885. Bucaliu returned to Staro Selo/Fshati I Vjeter on 6 July 1999 and found that his house and

many others had been completely burned down.”?*

(b) Biba/Bibe and Sojevo/Sojevé

886. During the NATO bombing, local Serbs were armed and wearing uniforms.”* Conversely,
the Serbian authorities did not distribute any arms to the Kosovo Albanians in the area.”*® On 24
~ March 1999, most of the residents of Biba/Bibe moved to houses in the centre of the village, away

. . 233
from the main road.”!

519 Bucaliu,P827,p.9.

220 Bucaliu, P824,pp.3-4;P826,pp.28,57;P827,p.9.

221 Bycaliu, T.5081;P824,p.4;P826,p.28;P827,p. 10.

22 Bycaliu, T.5078.

52 Bucaliu, T.5058.

21 Bucalin, T.5056,5083-5088;P825,p.3:P826,p.30;P827,pp.10-12.
22 Bycaliu, T.5056;P825,p.3.

226 Bycaliu,P825,p.4:T.5056-5057.

221 Bucaliu,P825,p.4.

B2 Bucaliu, T.5066,5111;825,p.5;P826,pp.33-34; P827,p.14.
jm Hyseni,P809,p.4;P810,pp.3-4. -

2% Hyseni,P810,p.4.

31 Hyseni,P808,p.2;P809,pp.4-53;P810,p.7.
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887. That night, APCs shelled houses in Biba/Bibe along the main road.*? After three days,
Hyseni moved with his family to his uncle’s house in Sojcvo/Sojcvé.2333 The VI was stationed at
the village school, and also occupied some private homes.”>** He saw three tanks and two anti-
aircraft artillery cannons positioned near his uncle’s house.”> This unit stayed there for several

days, then left and joined the unit stationed at the Sojevo/Sojevé school.?**

888.  Around 6 April 1999, Hyseni saw a group of 18 “paramilitaries” and two “policemen” enter
Sojevo/Sojevé from the direction of Gnjilane/Gjilan.”**’ The paramilitaries wore green uniforms
" and carried automatic weapons and knives, while the policemen wore blue/black uniforms and

carried automatic rifles.”*® The paramilitaries and bolicc terrorized the villagers. They “torched the

* and also killed two Albanians. ™"

entire neighbourhood” of Limanaj™
889.  Paramilitaries and police then moved toward the neighbourhood where Hyseni was staying,

and the villagers began to flee into the woods.”*' Hyseni saw that two paramilitaries shot his

paralyzed uncle and his aunt.>***

890. Hyseni and his family hid in the woods with over 200 other villagers.”*® This group then

2345 2346

split in two.2*** Paramilitaries found one of the groups,” " robbed the villagers and ordered them

to travel to Ferizaj or be killed.?"

891. The VI unit stationed at the Sojevo/Sojevé school ordered everyone in that neighbourhood
to “leave the Villagc\” and travel to Uro$evac/Ferizaj.”*® Hyseni travelled with hundreds of others

v . . 2
towards UroSevac/Ferizaj town. 349

- 892.  Once the convoy reached UroSevac/Ferizaj, it was stopped by the:“Serbian traffic police”

and ordered to proceed to Gnjilane/Gjilan.”*® The convoy left UroSevac/Ferizaj, but only travelled

732 Hyseni,P808,p.2;P809,p.5.

>3 Hyseni,P808,p.2;P809,p.5;P810,pp.7,19-21.
3 Hyseni,P809,p.5.

35 Hyseni,P810,p.8.

3% Hyseni,P810,p.8.

3337 Hyseni,P808,p.2;P809,p.5;P810,pp.8-9.

2% Hyseni,P808,p.2.

39 Hyseni,P810,p.46;P809,p.5;T.4905-4906.
20 Hyseni, T.4866;P808,p.3; P809,p.5;P810,pp.8-9,46.
241 Hyseni,P809,p.5. :

2 Hyseni,P808, pp.2-3.

% Hyseni,P808,p.3;P809,p.5.

24 Hyseni,P809,p.5.

=% Hyseni, T.4867-4868;P809,p.5.

2 Hyseni, T.4867.

7 Hyseni, T.4867-4868.

8 Hyseni,P810,pp.31-33.

% Hyseni,P809,p.6
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" to Slatina/Sllatine village, where Hyseni and his family stayed for about 12 dalys.2351 While they

were there, thousands of refugees flowed into the town from Gnjilane and other villages.2352

893. Hyseni and his family ultimately left Slatina/Sllatine and travelled to Urosevac/Ferizaj.

Hyseni described the situation in UroSevac/Ferizaj as “lerrible.””*** The army, the police, and
paramilitaries were present, and there was constant shooting.™’ Hyseni and his: family- eventually

left Uro8evac/Ferizaj and travelled to Macedonia by bus on 28 April 1999 as described below.

. 894.  Hyseni returned to Biba/Bibe a year later, and discovered that his house had-been burned to

2356 .

the ground.:

(c) Mirosavlje/Mirosalé

895.  Around 4 April 1999, Florim Krasnigi, a resident of Mirosavlje/Mirosalé,.observed a very
large convoy of military vehicles travelling on the main road from Gnjilane/Gjilan towards
UroSevac/Ferizaj town.™" These forces shelled towards the villages of Rahovica/Rahovicé and
Zlatare/Zllatar.”*® From his position Krasnigi could hear, but not see, the shelling.?* His

Ard

observations are corroborated by the War Diary of the 243" Mechanised Brigade, which

documented for 4 April 1999: “Mb /mortar/...as decided by the commander, is engaged on

providing support to MUP forces on the axis of /illegible/ village — Rahovica village.” %

896. The next day, Krasniqi travelled to Rahovica/Rahovic€ and Zlatare/Zllatar and learned from

the residents that the shelling had killed four and wounded five villagers. He attended their

- 2
funerals.>*®!

897.  As Krasnigi returned on 5 April 1999, he could hear the “very loud noises of the automatic
weapons firing and shelling” and “the noise of large vehicles like tanks moving around the

92362

arca The sounds were coming from the direction of Pojatist¢/Pojatishme village. ™ A short

5% Hyseni,P08,p.3;P809,p.6,P810,pp.11,51-52.
53 Hyseni,P808,p.3;P809,p.6;P810,p.11. See also P811.
2 Hyseni,P809,p.6; P08, p.3.

5% Hyseni, T 4868-4869.

# Hyseni,P809,p.7.

% Hyseni, T 4870.

% Hyseni,P810,p.14.

557 F Krasniqi,P631,p.2.

P% F Krasnigi,P631,p.2;P630,p.34.

% B Krasnigi,P631,p.2.

B0 pg56 p.10.

B g Krasniqi, P631, p.2.

BCE Krasnigi, P631, p.2.

¥% F. Krasnigi, P631, p.2.
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time later, approximately 1,000 displaced people from Pojatisté/Pojatishme sought shelter in

‘" The displaced were citizens of Pojatisté/Pojatishme and refugees from

Mirosavlje/Mirosalg.”*®
other villages, such as UroSevac/Ferizaj, MuhadZer Prelez/Prelezi i ~Muhaxheréve, and
Muhovce/Muhoc, who had been staying in Pojatisté/Pojatishme because they had been driven out .
of their villages.2365

898. Krasniqi helped {ind shelter for the refugees in Mirosavlje/Mirosalé — there Wcre>so many
displaced people that often 40 people had to share a single room, % Krasniqgi spoke with about 20

to 30 of the 1‘efugees.2367 Consisiently, the refugees told him, “They were all forced out. of their

villages by the Serb mﬂitarjz.””ﬁg

899.  Around 7 April 1999, Krasnigi saw fires in the distance, and houses burning in the villages
of Sojevo and Komog]aya.???? The next day, Krasnigi saw a military convoy approaching the
outskirts of Mirosavlje/ Mirosalg, and several soldiers began running towards the houses in the

village.”*"® The residents of Mirosavlje/Mirosalé feared for their safety and immediately ﬂcd.2371 i

900. A convoy of appi'oximately 20 vehicles and hundreds of villagers started heading towards

2372 2373

UroSevac/Ferizaj town. They encountered several checkpoints and soldiers along the road.

s . 2
On the way, Krasnigi saw many homes on {ire or destroyed.”"*

- 901. When they arrived at UroSevac/Ferizaj, the refugees encountered a police checkpoint on the
outskirts of town.”>”> Krasniqi and his family arrived in UroSevac/Ferizaj on 8 April.>’® On 14
April 1999, Krasnigi decided to leave the town because he feared for his safety.””” He and his

family travelled to Macedonia by bus as described below.

902.  Defence witness Radomir Miti¢, the chief of the police department of the UroSevac/Ferizaj
SUP,*"® testified that the population did move from surrounding rural areas to UroSevac/Ferizaj

town, but that this was due to antiterrorist operations, fighting between the police and the KLLA, and

B Krasnigi, P631, p.2.

BE R Krasnigi, P631, pp.2-3.

PO E Krasniqi,P631,p.3;P630,p.15.
91 Krasnigi,P631,pp.3-4.

6 | Krasniqi,P631,pp.3-4.

2369 F Krasniqi,P631,p.4.

“0 E Krasnigi,P631,p.5.

SR Krasnigi,P631,p.5:P630,p.26.
ST Krasnigi,P631,pp.5-6;P630,p.28.
P71 g Krasniqi,P631,pp.5-6;P630,p.29
4 F Krasnigi,P631,p.6.

75 F Krasnigi,P631,p.6.

B8 E Krasnigi,P631,p.6.

B E Krasniqi,P631,p.6.

B Mitic, T.12615.
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NATO cluster bombs.>’® This runs counter to the first-hand testimony of three independent
witnesses — Bucaliu, Hyseni, and Krasnigi — who described not only their experiences, but those of
their fellow villagers. They were clear that they and their neighbours fled solely because of the

actions of Serb forces.

(d) - The Urosevac Train Station

003. The chief of the UroSevac/Ferizaj train station co-ordinated with the MUP and the VI to
transport large numbers of Albanians across the border into Macedonia. In 1999, the railway station
in UroSevac/Ferizaj was the second busiest in Kosovo, after the station in Kcv)sovomPolje.2380 Trains
running thi‘ough the Uro%evac/Ferizaj station originated at Kosovo Polje, and then continued on to

Peneral Jankovié/Hani i Elezit and then Skopje, Macedonia.”*®!

904.  Shortly before the NATO air strikes began, the Serbian chief of the station; Zika Ili¢, began
to meet with VI officers. Bajram Bucaliu worked at the UroSevac/Ferizaj train station until 25
March 1999.2%%2 He noted that in the week prior to the NATO air strikes, military officers began

coming to the station to meet with Ili¢, which was unusual,>*

905. Once the air strikes began, Serb employees took exclusive control of the station. On 25
March 1999, 1li¢ fired all the Albanian employees at the UroSevac/Ferizaj station, including
Bucaliu.?* I1i¢ explained, “It’s an order from above.””® The Serb employees continued working

at the station.?*®

906.  Trains running on this line transported an extraordinary. number of passengers from PriStina
to the Macedonian border. Following the start of the NATO bombing, train service ceased-for five

days from 24 to 28 March. ¥ Once train travel resumed on 29 March, most of the trains were

running on a special, -irregular. schedule.”®® Many - of these trains did not stop in

79 Miti¢, T.12732.

B8 Bycaliu,P825,p.2.

28 Bucaliu,P825,p.2.

2% Bucaliu,T.5061;P825,p.2;P826,pp.2-3:P827,pp.14-15.
2% Bucaliu,P825,p.3;P826,pp.10-11.

¥ Bucaliu,P825,p.2;P826,p.11.

8 Bucaliu,P826,p.11.

2% Bucaliu,P826,p.11.

87 Bucaliu, P826,p.75, 90;P827,p.21;P829,pp.110-112.
288 Bucaliu,P826,pp.17-18;P827,p.21;P829,pp.112-118.
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Urosevac/Ferizaj,™* which was very unusual.”?? Bucaliu observed that these trains did not stop

. 113 23 . 23¢
because they were already “crammed” with passengers. 91

907. Further, these trains had many more carriages than usual — ten to twenty instead of the usual

2392 3

two to three. Also, passengers were loaded into freight cars.”’

908.  Additionally, many trains had either a police or military escort travelling on them, which

was unusual.”*** The log book entries indicate that the trains were “running according to the rules,

. . - 2 . . o qs . 2
with an escort from Kosovo Polje/Fushe Kosove.”*”* Bucaliu saw policemen riding on trains, > .

“wearing “regular police uniforms,” with a camouflage pattern of “blue,. white -and a kind -of -

brown 292397

909. While many trains were already full before reaching UroSevac/Ferizaj, others did stop there,

and they transported Albanians from UroSevac/Ferizaj out of Kosovo.

910. On 14 April 1999, Bucaliu and his family travelled to UroSevac/Ferizaj town, and went to

2398

the train station the next day. Approximately ten policemen were at the train station.””’ There

were ten passenger cars to take people to the border.**® Thousands of Kosovo Albanians boarded

2401 322402

the train, packed “like sardines. There were policemen escorting the train.”*® However, at
the border, the train was not allowed to disembark by the Macedonian authorities, and was

ultimately sent back to UroSevac/F erizaj. %

911. The next day, 16 April 1999, Bucaliu and his family boarded another train headed for

Deneral Jankovi¢/Hani i Elezit.?*® Again, the train was packed with about 3,000 Kosovo Albanians

and ot all people waiting to board could get on.>*® Again, policemen escorted the-train. 2"
peop g g g p

2% Bucaliu, P826,pp.18,51;P827,p.22. Bucaliu explained that an arrow in columns 3 and 4 indicates trains that passed
through the Uro§evac/Ferizaj station, but did not stop there, even when scheduled to do so. See P829,pp.11 2-116.
2% Bycaliu,P826,p.93;P827,p.26.

291 Bucaliu,P826,pp.18,51-52,91-92,

9% Bucaliu,P826,pp.16-17.

% Bucaliu,P826,p.17.

23 Bucaliu,P826,p.20;827,p.63.

% Bucaliu,P826,p.20;P829,pp.112-113.

2% Bucaliu, T,5059-5060; P826,p.20. See also P824,p.5.

29 Bucaliu,P826,p.20.

=% Bucaliu,P825,p.4;P826,pp.30,34.

9 Bucaliu,P825,p.4.

0 Bucaliu,P825,p.4.

201 Bycaliu, T.5057-5059;P825,p.4;P824,p.5;P826,pp.30-31;P827,pp.12,23;P829,pp. 124-125.

#2 Bucalin, T.5059.

40 Bucaliu,P826,p.31.

20 Bucalin, T.5057;P825,p.4;P824,p.5,P826,p.31;P827,pp.12,23-24.

205 Bycaliu,P824,p.5;P823,p.4;P826,pp.31,34;P827,pp.13,24.

206 Bucaliu,P824,p.5;P826,p.31. :
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912. At Peneral Jankovié/Hani i Elezit, the train was allowed to continue all the way to the
horder.2*%® According to Bucaliu, this was “not a normal thing to happen, because usually passenger
trains shouldn’t go up to the border but remain at the station.”***” Policemen and soldiers took

control at the border crossingmo and directed passengers to cross the border.**"!

913.  According to Bucaliu, to manage overcrowded trains after the NATO air strikes, the station
chief at the UroSevac/Ferizaj railway station sought additional transportation from the bus
station.?'? In addition, the station chief also called on a private truck combany, “Fertrans™, to
transport passengers to'the border by trucks.>*'® Krasniqi and his family experienced this when they
fled Urogevac/Ferizaj, around the same time that Bucaliu left.?*'* They could not board ‘a train .,
because it was already overcrowded, and they took a bus instead, which took them to the Deneral

.. .. . . 2415
Jankovié/Hani i Elezit border crossing.

914. On 27 April, Hyseni and his family joined a group of 30 displaced people who had travelled

2416 The next morning the

2417

to UroSevac/Ferizaj after being expelled from Nerodimlje/Nerodime.
group went to the UroSevac/Ferizaj bus station, where Hyseni saw four buses filled with people.
Hyseni testified that, “Of covuylv’se [the buscs] were arranged by the Serb forces, because the road to
Skopje doesn’t . . . employ four of five buses.*'®
915. Soldiers and policemen were present at the bus station. Everyone was made to pay 20 DM
before board'mg,.2419 In Ka&anik/Kaganik town, the VJ and MUP stopped the four buses at a
checkpoint and exhorted the refugees for money and valuables.>**® The bus ultimately arrived at the
Deneral Jankovi¢/Hani i Elezit border crossing.”** Police ordered refugees in a column to cross the

2

border in groups of ten.zf2

07 Bycalin, T.5059;P824,p.5;P827,p.13.

208 Bycaliu, T.5060;P826,p.32;P824,p.5;P827,p. 14.

%09 Bcaliu, P826,p.32. See also,T.5060.

210 Bycaliu, T.5060;P824,p.5:P825,p.5;P826,p.32,P827,p.14.
21 Byecaliu,T.5060; P825,p.5;P826,pp.32,72,74;P827,p.14.
212 Bycaliu,P826,pp.19. :

213 Bucaliu,P826,pp.19.

244 B Krasniqi,P631,p.6.

%15 | Krasniqi,P631,p.6.

216 Hyseni,P809, p.7; P810, p.14.

%17 Yyseni, T.4870; P808,p.3; P809,p.7,P810, pp.14-15.
18 Pyseni, T.4870.

219 Hyseni, T.4912;P809,p.7,P808,p.3.

%20 Hyceni, T.4912;P808,pp.3-4;:P809,p.7.

22! Hyseni, T.4871,P809,p.7.

222 Hyseni, T.4871.
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916. Defence witness Miti¢ claimed that the Uroevac/Ferizaj SUP was not involved in
organizing transportation for Albanians to leave Kosovo.*** However, whether it was at the level of
the UroSevac/Ferizaj SUP or higher, it is clear that the MUP and the VJ were directly involved in
transporting Albanians out of Kosovo. The VJ met with the Serbian station chief, 1li¢, on multiple
occasions prior to the NATO air strikes. Once the air strikes began, the station operated irregular
trains with more carriages, and fired all the Albanian employees. The MUP escorted passenger
trains from Kosovo Polje to the Macedonian border, were present in unusual numbers at the

~ UroSevac/Ferizaj train and bus stations, and exercised control over buses during their journey to the

" border.

Forces of the FRY and Serbia were responsible for the crimes in UroSevac/Ferizaj municipality

917. .Forces of the FRY and Serbia were responsible for the crimes in UroSevac/Ferizaj
municipality. In the month before the NATO bombing started, there was a build-up of Serb forces.
there, comprised of VI and MUP forces working in cooperation with reservists.”*** By mid-
February 1999, there were thirty-six RPOs in UroSevac/Ferizaj municipality, and a total of 4.951
weapons had been issued to reservists by the MUP and the VI.*** There were frequent police
patrols, and checkpoints along the main road from Priftina to Skopje.>**® Police forces used the
MUP building, while the military used the barracks along the road to Prizren.**”’
918.  The UroSevac/Ferizaj SUP was fully operative during these massive deportation operations

and was responsible to Pordevié. Pordevid in fact personally visited the UroSevac/Ferizaj SUP and

met with the SUP Chief in the midst of the deportation campaign.***® The SUP chief briefed

Pordevid about the situation on the ground and. about the mass-scale departure of civilians by train -

. 2472
to Macedonia. ***

919.  The 243" Mechanised Brigade was deployed in Uro$evac/Ferizaj, and was reinforced with
volunteers.”*® They worked iogether with ‘the MUP, and were heavily engaged in combat
operations in the villages of UroSevac/Ferizaj during the NATO intervention.**' On 13 April 1999, *

the Joint Command tasked two VI brigades, MUP units, and armed non-Albanians to participate in

23 Miti¢, T.12733.

2 Hyseni,P809,p.4;P810,pp.3-4.
25 p1055,p.7.

2426 Hyseni, P809,p.4.

#27 Hyseni,P809,p.4.

2% Dordevic, T.9738.

22 Bordevi¢, T.10021.

230 P96 PY56,p. 7. v

231 See e.g. P956,pp.7-9,12.
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an action in the area between Gnjilane/Gjilan and Uro§evac/Ferizaj.2432 The same day, the 243™
Mechanised Brigade worked with UroSevac/Ferizaj PJP to “crush[] and destroy[]” KLLA in the
“Firaj, Brod and Slatina sector”. ™ It was these forces, together with paramilitaries and armed

civilians, that committed the crimes throughout UroSevac/Ferizaj municipality.

11. Kacanik Municipality

920. Between March and May 1999 forces of the FRY and Serbia attacked villages in
Kacanik/Kaganik  municipality, - including Kotlina/Kotling,  Slatina/Slating, - -Vata, and

i Kaéahik/Kaganik town. These attacks resulted in the destruction of houses and religious sites and

civilian .deaths.
(a) Kotlina/Kotling

921. On the morning of 24 March, Serb forces entered Kotlina/Kotlin€ and fired on the village
for hours.”*** There was no outgoing fire from the village.2435 When the shelling ceased, VJ and
police forces encircled the village. The men fled into the hills, while the women, children and
elderly gathered in an open field near the centre of the Village.2436 '

922. Fi‘om a vantage point, Loku observed tanks and Pinzgauers cﬁtcr ihe village.***” He saw
police and soldiers capture approximately 20 unarmed men in a wooded area and then beat
them.”*® Loku described the forces involved in Kotlina/Kotling as wearing blue camouflage police
uniforms and bullet-proof vests.**** Some had the word “POLICIJA” in white letters on their backs.
Some were also wearing black masks. Others wore red bandanas on their heads.**** The soldiers
were Wea;‘irig green camouflage VJ uniforms with green berets on their heads.**"!

923. By noon, these forces had gathered all the remaining people from the village. They
separated the women and the children from the elderly men, took the men to another area of the

field and made them lie face down on the ground, while kicking or beating them with rifle butts.>*4?

232 p767.

3 p947 p.1.

1 ok, T.3639. See also P654,
3 1 oku,P652,p.4;P653,p.20. .
07 oku,P652,p.4.9.

371 oku,P653,p.64;P652,p 4.

81 oku,P652,pp.4-5:P653,p.11. See also marking n.3 on P656. Loku,T.3641.
3 1 oku,P652,pp.4-5;P653,p.11.
401 oku,P652,p.5.

411 0ku,P652,p.5.

2 1oku,P653,p.8;P652,p.5.
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924. Later, two military trucks arrived in the village, and around 400 people, mainly women and

2443

children, were forced onto the trucks and driven towards Kacanik/Kag¢anik town. Al gunpoint,

the police ordered the remaining villagers to follow the trucks on foot. 2%

925.  Police and VI forces then led the group of 20 captured men towards the north of the
village.”*” Loku saw soldiers and policemen beat the prisoners and throw them into the wells.

About 30 minutes later, Loku heard shots and a loud explosion from the area of the wells and saw

i o 2446
smoke rising {from them.

926.  After the police-and VJ forces left, Loku and other villagers returned to the village.***" They
found the bodies of Idriz Kugi, Vejsel Vlashi, and another villager, Zimer Loku, who was badly

injured but still alive.”**® He later died from his injuries.**** During his testimoriy, Loku was able 10
identif y the people killed in Kotlina/Kotling on a set of .photog1‘aphs.2450
927. In September 1999, an Austrian forensic team exhumed 22 bodies from the wells. 2!

2452

Families members identified the victims. Baccard gave evidence on the report prepared by the

Austrian forensic team regarding the Kotlina/Kotling site.**? A total of 25 victims were recovered:

2454 At the time of Baccard’s report, 21

2455

22 were in the upper and lower wells, and 3 in the mosque.
individuals were identified from the recovered remains, while 5 bodies remained unidentified.

Marks of explosion or shrapnel were found on 21 bodies.***® The cause of death of the three bodies

exhumed at the mosque was gunshot wounds.”” Ten other bodies also bore gunshot wounds.**®

There were three cases of injuries to the head by blunt force.”** Tests of samples of clothing found

at the well sites confirmed the presence of traces of explosives.2460

43 1 oku,P652,p.5;P653,pp.9-10.

4T oku,P652,p.5;P653,pp.9-10.

951 oku,P652,pp.5,9;P653,pp.11-12,82-86. See also marking n.4 on P656. Loku,T.3641,3643,3681. See also P660.
2461 oku,P652,p.6;P653,p.13;P660.

H411 oku, P652,p.6;P633,pp.65-66.

2448 Loku,P652,pp.5-6;P653;p.65-66. See also Annex C, Schedule K.

2491 oku,P652,p.6. See also Annex C, Schedule K.

01 oku,T.3646-3649;P659;P653,pp.16-17.See also Annex C, Schedule K.
> 1oku,P653,pp.14-15;P1167,P638.

#5210k, P653,pp.14-15.

3 Baccard,P1139,p.48. See also P1167.

23 Baccard, P1 139,pp.48,51.

55 Baccard,P1139,p.49;P1140,p.27.

256 Baccard,P1 139,pp.50-52.

5 Baccard,P1139,pp.49,50,51.

%8 Baccard,P1139,pp.50,52.

2459 Baccard,P1139,pp.51,52.

U9 Baccard,P1167,p.42;P1140,p.28.
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928. Defence expert Zoran Stankovic challenged the findings and methodology of the Austrian
forensic Leam.zm He claimed that the bodies had been brought from elsewhere and thrown down
the well shafts, and that the killings happened before the bodies were thrown into the wells.*** In
reaching his conclusions, Stankovi¢ ignored the evidence discovered by the Austrian team on site,
which confirmed that the bodies had been blown up in the wells. The Austrian team found that: (a)
the walls of the upper and lower well shafts were blackened with soot;** (b) all 22 bodies in the

wells were severely damaged from the effects of the explosions or ﬁre;2464

and (c) tests of soil
2465 :

samples from inside the wells revealed the presence of TNT.

929.  Stankovi¢ also claimed that the fact that only 12 bullet casings were recovered on-site
supported his thesis that the bodies had been killed elsewhere.”*® However, in cross-examination,
he conceded that he did not have any basis to reach this conclusion.**%” Stankovic’s expert evidence

in relation to this incident is, at best, no more than speculation and should be disregarded.

(b) Kacanik/Kacanik town

7/

930. On 27 March 1999, Isa Raka saw two military Jeeps and a car arriving at a lime factory2468

across the river from Raka’s house.**® Around 20-30 police officers got out.”” Two officers wore
VJ camouflage uniforms with a green and brown pattern and the others wore blue camouflage
-uniforms.?*’! Raka recognized the person who was giving orders and who appeared to be in charge

as “Lubisha”, the Deputy Commander in the Kacanik/Kaganik police station.”"?

931. The policemen took up positions in the lime factory and began firing towards the houses

across the river.>*”> One grenade hit Raka’s house, going through the roof.**’* No one was firing .

26! Stankovi¢, T.13410-13411;D926,para.].

202 Srankovié;1.13414-13415,13489;D926, para.3.

%63 p1167,pp.8-9.

260 p1167,p.72

%6 p1167,p.91.

266 1926, paraf.

67 Stankovic,T.13490-13492,

2468 Raka,P664,para.12,T.3729;P665,p.6;D92,p.3;P667 (Raka marked with the n. 1 his own house and n. 2 the house
from which he observed the policemen at the lime factory, Raka, P605,p.11).

%% Raka,P664,para.12;T.3731-3732;P665,pp.6,10;P666. :
70 R aka,P664,para. 12:T.3729;P665,pp.6,24;D92,p.3,P666 (the lowest red marking shows the location of the jeeps, and
the two higher marks show the positions of the policemen and the two V] soldiers; Raka, P665,pp.9-11).

¥ Raka,P664,para.12;P665,p.6;D92,p.3.

%72 R aka,P664,para.13;T.3729-3730;P665,pp.7,24;092,p.3.

73 Raka,P664,paras.14-15:T.3730;P665,pp.7-8, 20;D92,p.3,P666.

7 Raka,P664,para.15;D92,p.3.
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towards the factory.2475 Several civilians were wounded or killed by the shooting.2476 Raka’s

pregnant wife, Sherife, was hit by the gunfire.2477

932.  The next day, people from other neighbourhoods told Raka that the police were going from
2478

house to house expelling residents, and that they had killed a civilian and taken aw'ay‘two others.
933.  Out of fear, Raka’s family and the rest of the neighbours decided to leave before the police
arrived.”*” They fled through the woods towards Macedonia in a group of around 500-1000
peop]c.2480 Raka travelled with other men who helped him to carry -his wounded wife on a

.
stretcher. !

934. Raka’s wife was sent to the hospital in Skopje, but died days later.”*® When Raka returned

to Kacanik/Kaganik in mid-June 1999, he found his house damaged.**"

(¢) Slatina/Sllatina and the Vata/Vataj hamiet

935.  On 13 April, Sejdi Lami saw VI forces entering Vata/Vataj with four Pragas and silx military
| lorries loaded with approximately IOO soldiers.**** Some soldiers wore B]'bwn and blue camouflage
uniforms, while others wore dark brown and black camouflage uniforms.>*® Lami described
another group of men wearing bandannas and dark uniforms as paramilital'ies.2486 Lami also saw
two other groups of soldiers heading to Vata/Vataj: one group of approximately 150 persons moved
around the village of Slatina/Sllatina, while the other group came from the direction of Brod in the
Strpce/Shtérpe municipality.2487

1936.  The soldiers started shooting at the houses in Vata/V ataj,**®® and then entered the village,

causing the local population to flee.**® There was no outgoing fire from the village.***°

2475 Raka,P665,p.8.

276 R aka,P664,para.17;T.3738;P665,p.28; D92,p.3.
27T Raka,P664,para.20;P665,pp.12-13;D092,p.4.
278 Raka,P664,para.22; T.3739;P665,pp.13-14.
279 R aka,P664,para.22:T.3741,P665,pp.13,33.

80 Raka,P664,para.22;P665,p.14.

81 Raka,P664,para.22.

82 2 aka,P664,para.27;T.3733,P665,p.15;D92,p.5.
83 R aka,P664,para.28.

7 T ami,P661,p.3;T.3718.

851 ami,P661,p.3:P662,p.11;T.3698.

34*6 Lami,P661,p.3;T.3698-3699.

871 ami,P661,p.3;T.3718.

288 1 ami,P661,pp.3-4;P662,pp.13-14;T.3699.

289 1 ami,P661,p.4;T.3699.

#90 1_ami, P661,p.4;T.3722.
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937.  After the soldiers left the village, Lami and his brothers found four dead bodies lying along
a path.z‘w1 He recognized them as Mahmut Caka, Hebib Lami, Rraman Lami,2492 and Brahim
Lami.**”® That day, seven more bodies were brought to the village: they were all civilians and had
no Wcapons.m4 All the 11 bodies were buried on 14 April in the local Muslim cemetery.”* In July

1999, KFOR exhumed these bodies, and forensic experts examined them and reburi¢d the

. 2496
bodies.

938. Between 14 and 15 April 1999, the whole population fled Vata/Vataj and headed to the

‘Macedonian border in fear.*?” They were stopped by the VJ and asked for money. to be allowed to

cross the border. They paid SO0DM and were then allowed to pass.”*”® When Lama returned to his

village in July 1999, he found that his and other houses had been looted.**”

939, Baccard gave evidence on fhe burial site at Vata/\/atajv based on the examinations of a
Canadian Forensic Team.”** Ten of the bodies were exhumed and autopsicd.25 " The cause of death
in all the cases was gunshot 'mjuries.2502 Further, a Danish Forensic Team autopsied three
additional victims from a second grave site in Slatina/SHatina: Qemajl Deda, Nazmi Elezi, and
Vesel Elezi.®® The cause of death was multiple gunshot wounds, stab wounds, and head injury

. 2504
from a grénade.

Destruction of cultural property and religious sites

940. The attack by Serb forces on the villages of Kadanik/Kacanik municipality resulted in the

destruction of religious sites. The mosque in Kotlina/Kotlin€ was damaged.2505 Further, during an

291 | ami T.3720,3722-3723;P663, marks nn.1-2 (mark n.1 indicates the hamlet of Vata, mark n. 2 indicates the location
of the four dead bodies); Lami,T.3700-3703.

292 1 ami,P661,p.4;P662,p.8.

M9 L ami,P661,p.4;,P662,p.7. All these victims, except for Rraman Lami, are listed in Schedule K of the Indictment.

2494 Lami, P661,p.5;T.3723-3724. Lami remembered the names of only four of 4 of the 7 bodies: Tlir Osman Caka, Jakup
Caka, “Shyqyri”, and Ramadan Xhokk (Lami,P662,p.7).

295 1 ami,P661,p.5;T.3724.

M9 Gee P1169;P1170.

297 1 ami, T.3701,3724-3725.

H% 1 ami, P661,p.5;T.3717.

2499 1 ami,P661,p.5.

290 Baccard,P1139,p.56. See also P1168;P1169.

2% Baccard,P1139,pp.56,59:P1168,pp.14-16. The grave of Ramadan Xholki was left undisturbed at the request of his
father (see P1169,pp.5,15).

202 Baccard,P1139,pp.57,59;P1168,p.16. See Annex C, Schedule K.

203 Baccard,P1170. :

2% Baceard,P1170,pp.5,11,19.

%5 p1131;Riedimayer,P1099,pp.68-69.
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attack on Ivaiaﬂvajc on 8 March, >

2507

the mosque in the village was set alight, and the minaret was

partially destroyed.”
Forces of the FRY and Serbia were responsible for the crimes in Kacanik/Kaganik municipality

941. The evidence shows that VI and MUP units were involved in operations in Kacanik/Kaganik
municipality in late March and April 1999. Kaganik/Kaganik municipality was in the AOR of the

43" Mechanised Brigade, commanded by General Jeli¢, Lazarevic’s direct subordinate. When the
- charged crimes occurred, Jeli¢’s brigade was involved in actions in support of the MUP, including
the UroSevac/Ferizaj = PIP, -in~ Kotlina/Kotling, Slatina/Sllating, Stagovo/Stagové and

i 250
Dubrava/Lisnaje.”"

942. Fuither, as described above, witnesses identified both VI and MUP forces as perpetrators of
the crimes committed in Kacanik/Kag¢anik ‘municipality, either through the uniforms they wore, or" '

because they knew the soldiers and policemen committing the crimes.

12. Decani/Decan

(a) Drenovac/Drenoc and Beleg

943. On or around 27 March 1999, police entered Drenovac/Drenoc and ordered the Kosovo
Albanian population to leave.”>® K58, a local resident, saw houses burning.””'? The villagers went
to the nearby village of Beleg.”!! In Beleg, K58 sought refuge in a house belonging to Naim
Vishaj, along with about 100 refugees from the villages of Drenovac/Drenoc, Ci‘nbbreg/Carrabi‘eg

and Glodane/Gllogj an. 2512

944. On the evening of 28 March 1999, a large group of police, soldiers and paramilitaries -

entered Beleg,”' continuously shelled and shot, and created an atmosphere of fear and tension.”"*

945. Early on 29 March 1999, armed policemen and soldiers surrounded K20’s fdmily house in

Belcg, ordered the family out and took them to the basement of an unfinished house.”'S The

2051 oku,P653,p.62.

2071 oku, T.3669;P653,p.5;P1135,p.1;Riedlmayer,T.7551;P1099,pp.69-71.

208 p935.P937,P947.

2% Mazrekaj, T.3840,3859,P675,p.8:P676,pp.10-11;K58,P1080,p.5;P1081,p.24.

B0 K58 T.7313,7340-7341;P1081,p.24.

251 Mazrekaj,T.3840;P675,p.8:P676,p.17;K58,P1080,p.5:P1081,p.25. [REDACTED],

B K58 T.7293,7313-7314;P1080,pp.5-6; P1081,pp.4,13.

513 Mazrekaj,T.3842; P676,pp.17,53-56;, K58,1.7308,7315; P1080,p.6; P1081,pp.5-6; [REDACTED]; P1280,p.3;
[REDACTED};P1283. See also P954,p.10; P954,pp.3-4.

BUK58T7293,7314-7315,7341-7342,  P1080,p.6;  P1081,pp.11-12,25,  [REDACTED],  P1280,p.2;
[REDACTED]:P1280,p.2;MaZrekaj,P675,p<8;P676,p.19,

N ~a T AnaA
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basement quickly filled to about 300 pcop]c:.25 ' From inside the basement, the villagers heard

. 2517
shooting.

946.  Policemen and soldiers guarded the civilians, threatening them with guns.'® K20 testified

that an armed, Albanian-speaking policeman gave orders to others and kept watch over the

219 That afternoon, policemen took the civilians out of the basement to a

villagers.
field/meadow.”* As thcy' exited, Serb forces pointed APCs, tanks and other heavy weaponry
towards the villagers.”*" Serbian police and paramilitaries also surrounded Naim Vishaj’s house
anﬁ brdered éveryonie' out.? Like K20, the policemen look: K358 ai‘_;d her family to a basement;

. s - . 2572
however, it was overcrowded, so they took them to a large meadow.”*

947. In the field/meadow, about 100 police and soldiers or paramilitaries separated men from

women and children, stripped many people naked and .sear‘ched everyone for valuables and

2525

documents, which they then took.”*! Policemen beat Mazrekaj with blows and rifle butts, and

did the same with other men.>**® The women were later taken to a basement, searched, and forced to
hand over their valuables.”*’
948. The group in the field/meadow was kept outside in the rain until darkness.”** Men,
including Mazrekaj, were detained overnight in the house with the basement.”* The women,
including K20 and K58, and children were taken to two rooms and a cowshed/stable in a different

house in Beleg.”*° Paramilitary guarded the rooms.””!

»13 [REDACTED],P1280,pp.2-3; [REDACTED];P1283; [REDACTED]. See also
Mazrekaj,T.3843;P675,p.9;P676,p.19. '

1 K20,P1280,p.3; [REDACTED]. See also Mazrekaj, T.3843;P675,p.10; [REDACTED];P1280,p.3.

1 Mazrekaj,P675,p.9;K20,P1280,p.3; [REDACTED].

P REDACTED]; Mazrekaj, T.3843;P675.

1% [REDACTED];P1280,p.3; [REDACTED].

B0 [REDACTED],P1280,p.3; [REDACTED],[REDACTED;Mazrekaj,P675,p.10.

21 ¢ 20,P1280,p.3; [REDACTED].

B2 ¥ 58 T.7293-7294,7307-7309,7318,7338-7339;P1080,p.6;P1081,p.4. See K58,T.7307-7309,7328,7338-7339.

P2 K58 T.7294-7295,7319;P1080,p.7. : ‘

2% [REDACTED}P1280,pp.3-4; [REDACTED], K58,T.7296,7321,7343;P1080,pp.7-8;P1081,pp.14,29,40-41;
Mazrekaj,P675,p.10.

5 Mazrekaj, T.3844;P675,p.10,K58,P1080,p.8;P1081,pp.28-29,36.

B2 [REDACTED].K58.P1080,5.8;Mazrekaj, T.3845:P675,pp.10-11.

22 K58,T.7297-7298,7320-7321;P1081,pp.29-32,41-42;P1080,p.8; [REDACTED],P1280,p 4.

% K58,P1080,p.8:K20,P1280,p.4; [REDACTED)].

2 Mazrekaj,P675,pp.11-12; K20,P1280,p.4; [REDACTED}, K58,P1080,p.8.

230 ¥90,P1280,p.4; [REDACTED],K58,P1080,pp.8-9;T.7325.

1K 58,P1080,p.9.
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949.  During the night, two or three men in green uniforms came to K58’s and K20’s room and

took out around 20 girls and young women for “cleaning” tasks,*? ['REDACTED].2533

950. K20 and the other two girls were taken to a burnt house.”** K20 was put in a room, where a
soldier forcibly undressed her.”””> [REDACTED] 2336 K20 was raped several times that night by
different soldiers.”™’ The Albanian-speaking policeman and other soldiers stood in the doorway

occasionally illuminating the scene with a torch.>*® [REDACTED].>”’

951. At least thiee young girls, K20 included, were sexually assaulted by soldiers that night.zs4Q

K58 testified that when the girls returned they were crying and looked dishevelled. She overheard 7

one telling her mother that she had been raped.>*!

952.  On 30 March 1999, Serb forces ordered the villagers to leave Beleg and to depart for
Albania.®** The women, children and elderly were put on tractors and trucks,>* and joined a
convoy of hundreds of refugees heading for Kukés, on the Albanian border.”** Police and APCs,
from the VJ and MUP, escorted the refugees out.™ The refugees were asked for their IDs, but

explained that they had already been seized in Beleg.>*

953.  Between 40 and 66 men from Beleg, Drenovac/Drenoc and Slup/Sllup, including K58’s

husband, were kept behind. The men have not been heard from since. "

954. [REDACTED].>*®

B3 K20,P1280,p.4; [REDACTED]KS8,T.7326-7329,7343;P1080,p.9; P1081,pp.8,15-16. -
PB IREDACTED)],
231 K20,P1280,pp.4-5; [REDACTED].
335 K20,P1280,p.5; [REDACTED].
236 (REDACTED].
3 K20,P1280,p.5; [REDACTED].
2% K20,P1280,p.5; [REDACTED].
B IREDACTED]. ’
0 ¥20,P1280,p.6; [REDACTED]. See also K58,P1080,p.9;P1081,p.9.
1 K58,P1080,p.9;P1081,p.9.
212 K58 T.7300,7330;P1080,p.10;P1081,p.13; [REDACTED];P1280,p.6; [REDACTED]; Mazrekaj,T.3847,P675,p.12.
2543 K20,P1280,p.6; [REDACTED]; Mazrekaj, T.3847;P675,pp.12-13;K58,T.7300,P1080,p.10.
24 K58, T.7300;Mazrekaj,P676,p.21.
245 Mazrekaj, T.3847-3848:P675,p.13;P676,pp.20-21;K58,T.7331-7332;P1081,p.10; [REDACTED]. See also
P1029,pp.151-152.
PO K58,T.7321; [REDACTED].
247 K20,P1280,p.6; [REDACTED}.K58,T.7301;P1080,pp.9-10; P1081,pp.9,33-34.
BB REDACTED)].






































































































































































































































































































































































































