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A public redacted version of a decision made on 21 September 
2011 by the former president of the Tribunal, Judge Patrick 
Robinson, granting Dragan Obrenović  early release was issued 
on 29 February. 

Obrenović, formerly an officer in the Zvornik Infantry Brigade 
of the Drina Corps of the Bosnian Serb Army, was transferred 
on 18 June 2004 to Norway to serve his sentence of 17 years’ 
imprisonment for his participation in the crime of persecu-
tions committed following the fall of the Serbrenica enclave 
in July 1995. 

Obrenović pleaded guilty on 21 May 2003 to count 5 of his in-
dictment, relating to persecutions as a crime against human-
ity, following which the remaining charges were withdrawn. In 
granting Obrenović early release, Judge Robinson considered 
that, while the very high gravity of his crimes and the time 
he has so far served in detention mitigated against his early 
release, his co-operation with the OTP and his demonstration 
of some rehabilitation weighed in favour. 

The full text of the decision can be found on the ICTY website.

Obrenović granted early release
ENFORCEMENT OF SENTENCES 29 February 2012
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The UN Secretary-General has appointed ICTY Deputy Prose-
cutor Norman Farrell as the Prosecutor of the Special Tribunal 
for Lebanon. 

Norman Farrell joined the ICTY and ICTR’s Office of the Pros-
ecutor in 1999, as Appeals Counsel. In 2002, he was appointed 
Senior Appeals Counsel and Head of the Appeals Section in the 
Office of the Prosecutor (OTP) of both Tribunals. In 2005, Far-
rell was appointed the Principal Legal Officer in the ICTY’s OTP, 
and in July 2008, he was appointed ICTY Deputy Prosecutor. 

Before joining the Tribunal, Farrell worked for the Interna-
tional Committee of the Red Cross in several capacities: as 
a Delegate and Coordinator in charge of the dissemination 
of International Humanitarian Law in Sarajevo, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina; a Legal Advisor on International Humanitarian 
Law in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia; and an Advisor on International 
Criminal Law and International Humanitarian Law in Geneva, 
Switzerland. 

Norman Farrell appointed STL Prosecutor

SPECIAL TRIBUNAL FOR LEBANON 29 February 2012

CONTEMPT OF THE TRIBUNAL 24 February 2012

Tupajić sentenced to 2 months’ imprisonment 
On 24 February, Trial Chamber III sentenced Milan Tupajić, 
former wartime president and chief of the Crisis Staff of the 
municipality of Sokolac, Bosnia and Herzegovina, to 2 months’ 
imprisonment for failing to comply with the Chamber’s orders 
to appear as a witness in the trial of Radovan Karadžić. 

In rendering its judgement, the Chamber “considered the 
gravity of the offence and the fact that by refusing to com-
ply with the subpoenas and to testify before the Chamber, 
the accused had deprived the Chamber in the Karadžić case 
of relevant evidence.” The Trial Chamber first considered 
Tupajić’s claim that his primary reason for refusing to appear 

before the Chamber related to his health concerns. After re-
viewing documents in support of these claims, the Chamber 
considered that “his health concerns do not constitute a just 
excuse for his failure to comply with the orders as contained 
in the subpoenas.” The Chamber further found that Tupajić 
was aware of the contents of the subpoenas and the obliga-
tion contained therein, as well as of the consequences of his 
failure to comply with the subpoenas.
 
Tupajić is entitled to credit for time served in detention thus 
far. A copy of the judgement agasint Tupajić can be found on 
the ICTY website.
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RESIDUAL MECHANISM FOR INTERNATIONAL TRIBUNALS               29 February 2012

Judge Meron has been serving as the president of the ICTY since November 2011, a position that he will continue 
to hold while performing his functions at the Residual Mechanism. President Meron said that he was honoured by 
the trust shown him by the Secretary-General and the Security Council, and was looking forward to continuing his 
work ensuring accountability for atrocities in accordance with international law and the norms of due process. 
 
A biographical note of Judge Meron, as well as the Secretary-General’s press release announcing his appointment, 
can be found on the ICTY website.

Judge Meron appointed as Residual 
Mechanism president
The UN Secretary-General has appointed Judge Theodor Meron as president of 
the International Residual Mechanism for Criminal Tribunals for a term of four 
years effective 1 March 2012.  

http://www.icty.org/x/cases/obrenovic/presdec/en/110921.pdf
http://www.icty.org/x/file/About/Chambers/pdt_meron_bio_news_1mar2012_en.pdf
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2012/sga1327.doc.htm
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KEY FILINGS: 20 FEBRUARY – 2 MARCH
Haradinaj et al. ● Decision on prosecution motion for reconsideration of majority decision denying admission of document rule 6s ter 

number 03003 or in the alternative certification of the majority decision with partly dissenting opinion of Judge del Vole

Karadžić ● Order relating to Radovan Karadžić’s motion to rescind protective measures: witness KDZ122
● Public redacted version of ‘’Decision on accused’s sixty-seventh and sixty-eighth disclosure violation motions’’ issued on 
1 March 2012
● Decision on motion from the government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland for extension of time
● Decision on prosecution’s motion for admission of evidence from the bar table and for leave to add exhibits to the rule 
65 ter exhibit list
● Prosecution Witness Information

Mladić ● First decision on prosecution motion for judicial notice of adjudicated facts.
● Pre-Trial Brief (part 3)
● Pre-Trial Brief (part 2a)
● Pre-Trial Brief (part 2b)
● Pre-Trial Brief (part 1)
● Decision

Obrenović ● Decision of president on early release of Dragan Obrenovic

Popović et al. ● Order relating to Radovan Karadžić’s motion to rescind protective measures: witness KDZ122
● Decision on prosecution’s motion for order issuing public redacted version of the Appeals Chamber’s reconsideration 

decision of 17 January 2012

Prlić et al. ● Version publique et expurgee de l’ordonnance relative a la demande de prolongation de la mise en liberte provisoire de 
l’accuse Jadranko Prlić

Šešelj ● Decision
● Public redacted version of ‘’Decision on accused’s sixty-seventh and sixty-eighth disclosure violation motions’’ issued on 

1 March 2012
● Decision on notifications to the President submitted by the Legal advisor to Vojislav Seselj
● Order on the letter to the President by the legal advisor to Vojislav Seselj

Stanišić & Simatović ● Decision on motion for protective measures for witness DFS-20

Tupajić ● Public redacted version of ‘’Judgement on allegations of contempt’’ issued on 24 February 2012
● Contempt Judgement Summary
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FACTS & FIGURES
161 INDIVIDUALS INDICTED
Since the very first hearing (a deferral request in the Tadić 
case) on 8 November 1994, the Tribunal has indicted a total 
of 161 individuals, and has already completed proceedings 
with regard to 126 of them: 
13 have been acquitted, 64 sentenced (one is awaiting 
transfer, 24 have been transferred, 36 have served their 
term, and three died while serving their sentence), 13 have 
had their cases transferred to local courts.

126 Total number of accused whose proceedings have been completed.

36 Cases terminated (either because indictments were withdrawn or because 
the accused died, before or after transfer to the Tribunal).

35 Proceedings are on-going with regard to 35 accused: 17 are at the appeals 
stage, 16 are currently on trial, and two are at the pre-trial stage.

34 A further 34 individuals have been or are the subject of contempt 
proceedings.
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STUDY VISITS TO THE ICTY 1 March 2012

The Tribunal recently played host to a group of NGO repre-
sentatives from the former Yugoslavia as part of a study tour 
on justice and reconciliation.
 
Thirty-two NGO representatives from Bosnia and Herzegovi-
na, Croatia, Kosovo, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedo-
nia, Montenegro and Serbia came to the Tribunal to meet with 
representatives of the Outreach Programme and Office of the 
Prosecutor to learn about the ICTY’s work, its relationship 
with local courts and its impact on the region. 

The visit was organised by the “People 2 People” programme 

of the European Commission as part of a wider tour, the aim 
of which is to provide regional civil society representatives 
with an opportunity to familiarise themselves with EU policies 
and programmes related to justice and reconciliation.

Commenting on the visit, Philippe Bartholmé, Project Man-
ager at the European Commission, said: “The European Com-
mission considers the work of the ICTY as an important step 
towards justice and reconciliation in the Western Balkans. We 
are therefore pleased to give the opportunity to a group of 
civil society representatives from the former Yugoslavia to 
visit the Tribunal.”

Tribunal hosts a group of NGO representatives from the former Yugoslavia 

http://www.icty.org/x/cases/haradinaj/tdec/en/120227.pdf
http://www.icty.org/x/cases/haradinaj/tdec/en/120227.pdf
http://www.icty.org/x/cases/karadzic/acord/en/120302.pdf
http://www.icty.org/x/cases/karadzic/tdec/en/120301.pdf
http://www.icty.org/x/cases/karadzic/tdec/en/120301.pdf
http://www.icty.org/x/cases/karadzic/tdec/en/120224.pdf
http://www.icty.org/x/cases/karadzic/tdec/en/120221.pdf
http://www.icty.org/x/cases/karadzic/tdec/en/120221.pdf
http://www.icty.org/x/cases/karadzic/custom11/en/karadzic_otp_witness_info.pdf
http://www.icty.org/x/cases/mladic/tdec/en/120228.pdf
http://www.icty.org/x/cases/mladic/custom3/en/120224_part3.pdf
http://www.icty.org/x/cases/mladic/custom3/en/120224_part2a.pdf
http://www.icty.org/x/cases/mladic/custom3/en/120224_part2b.pdf
http://www.icty.org/x/cases/mladic/custom3/en/120224a.pdf
http://www.icty.org/x/cases/mladic/regdec/en/120223.pdf
http://www.icty.org/x/cases/obrenovic/presdec/en/110921.pdf
http://www.icty.org/x/cases/popovic/acord/en/120302.pdf
http://www.icty.org/x/cases/popovic/acdec/en/120222.pdf
http://www.icty.org/x/cases/popovic/acdec/en/120222.pdf
http://www.icty.org/x/cases/prlic/tord/fr/120301.pdf
http://www.icty.org/x/cases/prlic/tord/fr/120301.pdf
http://www.icty.org/x/cases/seselj/regdec/en/120302.pdf
http://www.icty.org/x/cases/seselj/tdec/en/120301.pdf
http://www.icty.org/x/cases/seselj/tdec/en/120301.pdf
http://www.icty.org/x/cases/seselj/presdec/en/120224.pdf
http://www.icty.org/x/cases/seselj/presord/en/120223.pdf
http://www.icty.org/x/cases/stanisic_simatovic/tdec/en/120221.pdf
http://www.icty.org/x/cases/contempt_tupajic/tjug/en/120224_judgement.pdf
http://www.icty.org/x/cases/contempt_tupajic/tjug/en/120224_summary.pdf
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COURTROOM SCHEDULE: 5 MARCH – 16 MARCH
Public proceedings are broadcast with a 30-minute delay on the ICTY website. The Court Schedule is subject to last minute changes. Time used is CET (Central European Time).

Monday 5 March Courtroom I 09:00 – 13:45 Karadžić Trial

Courtroom III 14:15 – 19:00 Šešelj Trial

Tuesday 6 March Courtroom I 14:15 – 19:00 Karadžić Trial

Courtroom II 14:15 – 19:00 Stanišić & Simatović Trial

Courtroom III 09:00 – 13:45 Šešelj Trial

Wednesday 7 March Courtroom I 09:00 – 13:45 Karadžić Trial

Courtroom II 09:00 – 13:45 Stanišić & Simatović Trial

15:00 – 18:00 Perišić Status conference

Courtroom III 09:00 – 13:45 Stanišić & Župljanin Trial

14:15 – 19:00 Šešelj Trial

Thursday 8 March Courtroom I 09:00 – 15:00 Karadžić Trial

Courtroom II 09:00 – 13:45 Stanišić & Simatović Trial

Courtroom III 09:00 – 13:45 Stanišić & Župljanin Trial

Friday 9 March Courtroom III 09:00 – 12:05 Stanišić & Župljanin Trial

Monday 12 March Courtroom I 09:00 – 13:45 Karadžić Trial

Courtroom III 14:15 – 19:00 Šešelj Trial

Tuesday 13 March Courtroom I 14:15 – 19:00 Karadžić Trial

Courtroom II 14:15 – 19:00 Stanišić & Simatović Trial

Courtroom III 09:00 – 13:45 Šešelj Trial

Wednesday 14 March Courtroom I 14:15 – 19:00 Karadžić Trial

Courtroom II 09:00 – 13:45 Stanišić & Simatović Trial

Courtroom III 09:00 – 13:45 Šešelj Trial

Thursday 15 March Courtroom I 09:00 – 15:30 Karadžić Trial

Courtroom II 09:00 – 13:45 Stanišić & Simatović Trial

Courtroom III 09:00 – 13:45 Šešelj Trial

Friday 16 March No hearings    

INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL TRIBUNAL FOR THE FORMER YUGOSLAVIA
Churchillplein 1, 2517 JW The Hague, the Netherlands
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QUERIES AND COMMENTS:

Nick Beston
Associate Public Information Officer
+31.70.512.89.43 | beston@un.org 

Emma Coffey
Assistant
+31.70.512.53.99 | coffeye@un.org

Extracts of, and/or quotes from, legal documents are not authoritative; only the Order, Decision or Judgement in its entirety reflects the opinion of the Trial Chamber and/or the Appeals Chamber.
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