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Ad Litem Judge Melville BAIRD  
(Member of the Tribunal since 15 December 2008) 

Trinidad and Tobago 

 

Occupation:    High Court Judge, Judiciary Trinidad and Tobago (Retired)  
 
March 2005:    Retired 
 
1993 to March 2005:    High Court Judge — First Magistrate to be appointed from the Magisterial  

 Bench directly to the High Court Bench since 1948.  
 

The High Court forms one branch of the Supreme Court of judicature of 
Trinidad and Tobago. It exercises criminal and civil jurisdiction. In its 
criminal jurisdiction treason and other serious criminal matters are heard 
and determined. 

 
As High Court Judge, sat with a jury trying serious and complex criminal 
cases involving single and multiple accused persons of: Murder, Attempted 
murder, Manslaughter, Rape, and Incest and other sexual offences.  

 
As High Court Judge, exercised jurisdiction over all indictable matters 
coming before the High Court. 

 
Presided over moots at the Hugh Wooding Law School. 

 
1988 to 1993:   Chief Magistrate of Trinidad and Tobago. The Magistrate sits as Judge and  

 Jury deciding questions of law and fact in his summary jurisdiction: e.g., 
larceny, wounding, assault. He also sits in his civil jurisdiction as Judge of 
the Petty Civil Court. 

 
As Chief Magistrate, presided over summary cases and indictable cases 
proceeding summarily. Held preliminary enquiries into indictable offences 
for transmission to the High Court should a case be made out for trial by 
Judge and Jury. This included, among others, preliminary enquiries into 
cases of murder, attempted murder, rape and other sexual offences, 
burglary, conspiracy, shooting with intent, possession of narcotics for the 
purposes of trafficking — all indictable matters. 

 
Presided over extradition proceedings (including extradition proceedings 
against drug traffickers). 

 
As Chief Magistrate sat as Coroner presiding over inquest surrounding the 
cause and circumstances of unnatural deaths and rendered verdicts therein. 

 
As Chief Magistrate also exercised exclusive jurisdiction over applications 
under the Gaming and Betting Acts.  

 
Apart from judicial functions as Chief Magistrate performed administrative 
functions. Responsible for the day-to-day administration of the entire 
Magistracy. Overall supervision of all the Magistrates in the various 
Magisterial Divisions throughout the country and staff of about 200 officers.  
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Accounting Officer as part of administrative duties for the entire Magistracy. 
 

Delivered lectures on Law to various public bodies School as Chief 
Magistrate. 

 
1982 to 1988:    Senior Magistrate of Trinidad and Tobago  
 

Judicial functions as those of Chief Magistrate above, save and except  
presiding over applications under the Betting and Gaming Acts and 
extradition proceedings. 

 
As Senior Magistrate responsible for the administration of the particular 
Magisterial Division and presided as Chairman of Licensing Sessions. 

 
1970 to 1982:   Magistrate of Trinidad and Tobago  
 

Judicial functions as those of Senior Magistrate above save and except 
presiding over Licensing Sessions. 

 
1967 to 1970:   Private practice as Barrister at Law. 
 
1966:    Called to the Bar of the Honourable Society of the Middle Temple. 
 

Barrister at Law Degree. 
 

(Having written the Bar Final Examination 1 worked for some nine months at 
H.M. Customs and Excise, Kings Beam House, Mark Lane London, before 
returning to Trinidad.) 

 
1962 to 1965:   Student, Honourable Society of the Middle Temple; College of Law. 
 
1958 to 1962:   Federal Government of the West Indies. 
 

1. Documents Officer to the Council of State of the Federal Government of 
the West Indies. (Compiling secret and confidential memoranda from Federal  
Ministers for consideration and approval by the Council of State; preparing 
agendas for Council of State meetings; distributing under secret cover 
minutes of meetings of the Council of State, prepared by the Secretary to the 
State, to members of the Council of State.) — Governor General’s Office, St. 
Anns.  

 
2. Cypher Clerk. (Deciphering secret, secret and personal and top secret 
telegrams from the Colonial Office, London, to the Governor General and 
enciphering similarly classified telegrams from the Governor General to the 
Colonial Office, London.) — Governor General’s Office, St. Anns.  

 
3. Documents Officer to the federal Cabinet — on the West Indies Federation 
attaining cabinet status. (Compiling secret and confidential memoranda from 
Federal Ministers for consideration and approval by the Federal Cabinet; 
preparing agendas for cabinet meetings; distributing under secret cover 
minutes of meetings of the Federal Cabinet, prepared by the Secretary to the 
Cabinet, to members of the Federal Cabinet.) — Federal House, Port-of-
Spain. 

 
4. Code Clerk. (Decoding telegrams sent to Federal Ministers by Governments 
of Federal Territories, and encoding telegrams sent by Federal Ministries to 
Governments of Federal Territories; preparing and dispatching diplomatic 
bags.) — Federal House, Port-of- Spain. 
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5. Cypher Clerk. (Same as at (2) above — extra duty.) — Governor General’s 
Office, St. Anns. 

 
1951 (Sept.) to 1957:  Fatima College. University of Cambridge School 

Certificate — First Grade, 1957. 
 

Awarded House Scholarship. 
 

Awarded Principal’s Cup for most outstanding student. 
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