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20                          [The witness entered court]

21            THE ACCUSED: [No interpretation]

22            JUDGE MAY:  Just a moment.

23            Let the witness take the declaration.

24                          WITNESS:  PADDY ASHDOWN

25            THE WITNESS:  I solemnly declare that I will speak the truth, the

 1    whole truth, and nothing but the truth.

 2            JUDGE MAY:  If you'd like to take a seat.

 3            Yes, Mr. Milosevic.  What is the point?

 4            THE ACCUSED: [Interpretation] Well, a while ago I heard from you

 5    that you had extended our working hours today until 5.00.  We have already

 6    discussed this once.  That means that yet again you've decided not to let

 7    me get this one-third of fresh air that I have been entitled to, and I

 8    consider this to be simple mistreatment of the accused.  I'm not asking

 9    you for any correction in this regard.  But by the way, since last

10    night - actually, all the way until I left the prison - the air

11    conditioning or the air circulation apparatus had broken down.  So try to

12    make up your mind and see what kinds of mistreatment you're going to

13    resort to next.

14                          [Trial Chamber confers]

15            JUDGE MAY:  I'm told your time will be extended.  There's no

16    difficulty about it.  Now, we need to get on with this case.

17                          Examined by Mr. Nice:

18       Q.   Can you give us your full name, please.

19       A.   My name is Jeremy John Durham Ashdown.  I'm more normally known as

20    Paddy Ashdown.

21       Q.   Your history is as a soldier, diplomat, Member of Parliament,

22    leader of the Liberal Democrats of Great Britain, member of the House of

23    Lords, and currently High Representative Designate for Bosnia?

24       A.   That's correct.

25            MR. NICE:  Your Honour, as I think I flagged up a couple of weeks

 1    ago, or a week ago, I'm going to ask this witness, unless there's any

 2    objection, to deal with a single topic in paragraph 3.  It may be all

 3    we'll ever ask for him to give.  In respect of earlier matters, it's

 4    indicated that he might be able -- would be willing and might be able to

 5    come to give evidence at later stages of this trial, but of course it's

 6    inconvenient for any witness to come twice and it might be particularly

 7    difficult for him.  So I'd ask that this evidence, which doesn't relate

 8    particularly to Kosovo - it doesn't relate to Kosovo at all - this rather

 9    well-known passage of evidence, and to give it briefly now.

10            JUDGE MAY:  Yes.

11            MR. NICE:

12       Q.   Lord Ashdown, in the course of last decade or so, have you taken

13    an interest in the affairs of the former Yugoslavia?

14       A.   I have.  I first visited Sarajevo, I think, in July 1992 and

15    subsequently a parlay in August of that year, and since then have visited

16    the region usually, I think, almost without exception, twice every year.

17       Q.   With that interest already established, did you find yourself, on

18    the 6th of May of 1995, at a dinner at the Guildhall in London, where you

19    were seated next to the late President Tudjman of Croatia?

20       A.   I was.

21       Q.   Did you have a conversation with him about the future of

22    Yugoslavia?

23       A.   I did.  It was an extended conversation.  We, I think, if I

24    recall, chatted together, to the exclusion, probably, of our fellow dinner

25    guests, for most of the evening.  I think at some stage in it, I asked him

 1    to draw on the menu.  It was the Guildhall dinner celebrating the 50th

 2    anniversary.

 3            MR. NICE:  And can we have a look at a copy of the drawing?

 4            Your Honour, the original is held by Registry, in respect of

 5    another case.  Efforts are already at hand to secure it, but it can't be

 6    available now until tomorrow.

 7            We'll lay this on the overhead projector.

 8            THE REGISTRAR:  Prosecutor Exhibit 73.

 9            MR. NICE:

10       Q.   The first page shows the menu, or whatever it may be, for the

11    banquet, and just interpret for us, if you can, the first little markings

12    we see on the left.

13       A.   Yes.  I think it's fairly self-explanatory.  On the right is the

14    printed menu and on the left is the logo of the event.  And then down

15    below -- I don't know whether this shows up, but here are some lines.  I

16    had asked President Tudjman if he would draw out for me what he believed

17    to be the future shape of this area of ex-Yugoslavia.  He drew the

18    Croatian coast here.  This line here represented Bosnia-Herzegovina.  This

19    line here represented his idea of the current front line.  And he drew an

20    S here, which is what he believed the ultimate position would be.  All to

21    the left was Greater Croatia; all to the right, Greater Serbia.

22            All the lines there on the map are those of President Tudjman.

23    The crosses are ones that I had put in, this cross indicating Sarajevo,

24    this cross indicating Banja Luka, this cross indicating Zagreb.  And I

25    said to him:  "Is that the right positions, as far as you're concerned, in

 1    respect of these lines?"

 2       Q.   Thank you very much.  Then if we look at the other part of the

 3    photocopy of the exhibit, can you interpret this for us, please, and

 4    explain who drew what.

 5       A.   I drew -- these are my annotations on the lines drawn by President

 6    Tudjman, made immediately after the dinner, so that the English,

 7    obviously, sentences here refer to the various lines, this thickened line

 8    being the final line of division as he saw it; the towns of Sarajevo, the

 9    Krajina, Zagreb, also marked.  This line which I put crosses on represents

10    the borders of Bosnia-Herzegovina, and I have marked up the Dalmatian

11    Coast and the present front lines.  So all the annotations, that is, all

12    the differences between this map and the previous ones are my

13    annotations.  As it says on the top here - I don't know if this is yet

14    visible - lines drawn by FT, Franjo Tudjman; annotations by PA, myself.

15       Q.   Lord Ashdown, you'll see I wait until another language comes to

16    the conclusion so that we don't overstrain the interpreters.

17       A.   I'll make sure I do the same.

18       Q.   In the course of this conversation, what, if anything, was said,

19    and on the map, what, if anything, was allowed for Muslim interests and

20    areas?

21       A.   President Tudjman said that the Muslims had been incorporated into

22    the territories of Greater Croatia and Greater Serbia, that Bosnia no

23    longer existed.

24       Q.   Was there to be any area for the Muslims alone that you can

25    recall?

 1       A.   No.

 2       Q.   Thank you.  Can we now move on to matters in 1998.

 3            MR. NICE:  Perhaps the exhibit can be removed from the overhead

 4    projector.

 5       Q.   In the course of one of your visits between the 20th and 25th of

 6    June of 1998, did you meet the Macedonian Prime Minister?

 7       A.   I did.  I paid a visit to the Balkans.  Wishing to see all sides

 8    of the matter, I planned the visit should include Macedonia and Albania.

 9       Q.   Before we move on to the detail of this and subsequent meetings,

10    when you went, did you -- in what capacity did you go and how, if properly

11    described, were you to be described?

12       A.   Well, I went as a -- I suppose you would say a private citizen.  I

13    was the leader of a political party.  I wished to inform myself of the

14    situation from all sides.  I did not go as -- I was not asked to go by the

15    British government, did not go as their envoy.  But on this visit, as on

16    previous ones, I felt it right and proper that I should do a report to the

17    then-Prime Minister about the conditions that I discovered and any

18    recommendations that I should have.  So the direct answer to your

19    question:  As a private citizen.

20       Q.   Do you remember -- sorry.  You, I think, have kept a diary for

21    many years?

22       A.   I have, since I first became leader of my party in 1988.

23       Q.   The way in which you keep your diary, is that regular or

24    irregular?

25       A.   I try to do it every night.  I can't say that I'm successful in
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 1    that discipline on every night, but I do it pretty well every night.  And

 2    if there have been major meetings, meetings with the Prime Minister or

 3    meetings with other significant figures, I try to make notes immediately

 4    on leaving that meeting and then construct my diary from that as soon

 5    after that meeting as possible.  It may not be that I wait until the

 6    evening to do so.

 7       Q.   Has part of your extensive diary, subject, of course, to

 8    appropriate editorial amendments and corrections and so on, been

 9    published?

10       A.   Indeed, they have, yes.  They were published -- first of all it

11    was published in September 2000, and the second volume published in

12    September of last year.

13       Q.   But material to this hearing, when looking back on a particular

14    visit or a particular meeting, have you had a diary entry that you can

15    refer to to refresh your memory when necessary?

16       A.   I have had exactly that.  In fact, on most occasions when I've

17    been seeking, for instance, to construct the conversation you've just been

18    talking about in relation to Mr. Tudjman, but it applies to all the

19    evidence in relation to the events we are about to discuss, those were

20    recorded either that evening or straight after key meetings, in my diary.

21       Q.   On the Macedonian visit in June, can you remember the date upon

22    which - it may not matter particularly - can you remember the date upon

23    which you met the Macedonian Prime Minister --

24       A.   I fear I cannot, but it's in my diary.  I can certainly recover

25    that, if wished.

 1       Q.   With them, the Prime Minister and the foreign minister, what did

 2    you discuss?

 3       A.   Well, I think we discussed primarily their concerns.  I mean, I

 4    had gone there in order to make an assessment of what was, to me, a very

 5    dangerous international situation developing because of what was happening

 6    in Kosovo, and I wanted to discuss their fears and any recommendations

 7    they might have for resolving it.  Their fears were that the instability

 8    at that stage in Kosovo could, if handled wrongly, lead to a further flood

 9    of Kosovar refugees into Macedonia, a country which is already fairly

10    delicately balanced in terms of its ethnic balance as between the

11    Macedonian Slavs and Albanians.

12       Q.   Did you, in the same visit, travel to northern Albania?

13       A.   I did, indeed, straight after leaving the Prime Minister's

14    office.  I drove south to Tirana.  On the way, it became evident to me as

15    I thought about the situation that one of the destabilising factors in

16    Kosovo was the activities of the KLA, and that if we were to seek to

17    assist in the stabilisation of an inherently very dangerous situation, we

18    ought to be considering what means we could apply to limit the activities

19    of the KLA and preferably to stop their armed activities.  And it was

20    clear to me also that the arms to the KLA were passing through northern

21    Albania, through a widely regarded as very lawless area, in the region

22    known as Bajram Curiju and Trepoje, and I felt that if I was to make

23    propositions about the resolution of this impending crisis, I ought to go

24    and look at this myself, and I arranged to do so.

25       Q.   In northern Albania, in that general area, did you have an

 1    opportunity to speak to any refugees?

 2       A.   I did.  I spoke to, I suppose, altogether some 40 or 50 refugees,

 3    all of whom had, according to their descriptions, been driven over the

 4    mountains by what was going on in the Pec/Djakovica area of Kosovo.  Many

 5    of them arrived in a very harrowing state - women, young children - and I

 6    was able to observe in the hospital in Bajram Curiju a number of people

 7    who had been wounded by shells, shrapnel, and gunfire, who were in various

 8    stages of illness, some one or two, I think, close to death.

 9       Q.   The refugees to whom you spoke, all genders and ages?

10       A.   Yes, all genders and ages, from young babes in arms through women

11    and some young men.  The two I saw in the hospital were indeed young men

12    and may well have received their wounds as members of the KLA.  The

13    others, however, were just ordinary families, some with truly terrible

14    tales to tell about their passage across the mountains and about their

15    experiences when they were driven out of their villages.

16       Q.   And was there any -- and was there any pattern in what they

17    asserted they were fleeing from?

18       A.   Yes, there was.  They all had the same or similar stories to tell,

19    that they were ordered out of their villages by army police.  They weren't

20    specific as to which at the time.  If they stayed, they were subjected to

21    small-arms fire.  If they did not leave, they were then subjected, either

22    the same day or sometimes later, to tank fire, artillery fire, and mortar

23    fire.

24            In nearly all cases, all cases I spoke to, this caused the

25    population to leave, usually at night and nearly always together, and it

 1    caused them to embark on an extremely difficult journey through forests

 2    and overpasses of about 6.000 feet high, in the course of which they were,

 3    they said, constantly shelled on the high passes and in the forests, and

 4    as they described it - their stories were consistent but, of course, all

 5    of them hearsay - they -- many died on this journey, some of the very

 6    elderly, some of the very young, and some from the effects of shell-fire.

 7            The final decent into Albania was extremely precipitous.  I saw it

 8    and inspected it close up myself.  And they had some very harrowing

 9    stories to tell.

10       Q.   Thank you.  Did you also concern yourself with the degree to which

11    the KLA had become established?  Did you make inquiries about that or make

12    observations about that?

13       A.   Yes, I did.  I was unable to judge the extent to which KLA

14    operations on the other side of the border were -- how extensive they were

15    or how effective.  I had, I should say, asked for permission from the

16    Yugoslav government to enter Kosovo to see for myself, but a visa had been

17    refused.  So I was left with no option but to look at the situation from

18    the Albanian side of the border.  But I was able to see that there was an

19    extensive passage of arms across the border.  It appeared to me that the

20    KLA were well organised.  The mechanism by which they had obtained these

21    arms was that some force, I believe but cannot prove, probably criminal

22    organisations, bought the arms.  The largest that I saw or heard of was no

23    bigger than a 0.5 machine-gun, I think 12 -- 12-millimetre machine-gun, up

24    to the area of Trepoje.

25            Would it be helpful if I pointed this out on the map?

 1       Q.   Yes.  We're going to distribute the map.  You have the map there.

 2            MR. NICE:  Your Honour, what we have made available is a large

 3    map, which I hope will have a scale helpful to the Court, folded to the

 4    correct place.  A copy of that, I think, is on the overhead projector, and

 5    you will be able to follow the other.

 6            THE REGISTRAR:  Prosecution Exhibit 74.

 7            MR. NICE:  The -- I'm sorry.  Put that one on the overhead

 8    projector.  Thank you very much.

 9       Q.   This is the 1999 Kosovo planning map.  Are you familiar with it?

10       A.   I am familiar with it, yes.

11       Q.   If you would like to point out, then, on the map --

12       A.   The area of Bajram Curiju is here.  This was regarded as an

13    extremely lawless area, where the writ of the Albanian government does not

14    run.  Indeed, I was specifically advised by Foreign Office authorities

15    that I shouldn't go into the area because of its lawless nature.

16            These are the mountains across which the refugees were passing,

17    here.  The village of Trepoje, which is here, was, so far as I could tell,

18    essentially an arms supermarket.  The weapons were brought up, I think

19    probably by criminal organisations, to here.  The KLA would send runners

20    across the mountains, as it were, with orders of what they should take

21    back, and then carried by either man-pack or by mule, and I saw both,

22    across these high passes back into Kosovo, small arms, ammunition,

23    grenades.  No weapons that I saw or heard of larger than, as I say, a 0.5

24    machine-gun calibre.

25            I drew the conclusion that the KLA were at least as visible here,

 1    organised, had support, and were -- and were exporting arms, collecting

 2    arms to foment disturbances inside Kosovo.

 3            I should perhaps add that when I returned to the -- made my report

 4    to the British Prime Minister, I recommended that if we wished to stop the

 5    actions of the KLA, which were destabilising Kosovo at the time, that the

 6    way to do this would be to assist the Albanian government to ensure that

 7    the rule of law did run in the area of Bajram Curiju and Trepoje, and that

 8    we should assist in that process.  I regret that that recommendation was

 9    at the time not followed, because it is the only way that I think could

10    have, at this stage, acted in a way which would have brought about the

11    conditions for peace.

12       Q.   Now, while in Albania on this visit, and indeed at this part of

13    your visit, were you able to keep observation, through binoculars, on the

14    area of Junik, which we can see?  Perhaps you can just point it out for

15    us.

16       A.   I was.  I journeyed from Bajram Curiju through Trepoje, along the

17    lines here - there's a very rough track up to the border crossing

18    here - and then followed this border crossing up to a point on the

19    Albanian Kosovo border, approximately where my marker is now, above a

20    village which I was informed was called Gegaj, G-e-g-a-j, and this gave me

21    a very good view of the whole area around south of Junik.  There are some

22    small villages down here.  And indeed, I could see deep into Kosovo,

23    because this is an area of plains here, almost as far as Pristina.

24       Q.   What did you observe in this four-hour period?

25       A.   I was up here with some European Community Monitoring Mission -

 1    ECMM - officers who had been spending time up there, and they were able to

 2    guide me as to what I was able to see.  But it was pretty self-evident

 3    what was happening.

 4            In this area here, I saw a number of VJ, Vojska Jugoslavija,

 5    tanks, a number of VJ positions, in particular, a mortar position laid out

 6    in a classic military Warsaw Pact style, and that throughout this area

 7    there were small units, probably platoons, moving about in armoured

 8    personnel carriers, APCs, and that they were bombarding, subjecting to

 9    tank fire, subjecting to mortar fire - I would estimate perhaps 82

10    millimetre mortars - the houses and villages around here.

11            I would have been, I suppose, two kilometres away.  I neither saw

12    nor heard any return fire, at two kilometres, with small arms.  That may

13    not be exceptional, but you would expect to see puffs of smoke through

14    binoculars, and I saw no return fire.  I did, however, see these units

15    engaging, it appeared to me, I'm bound to say, indiscriminately the houses

16    and villages in this area, in a way which I could not relate to military

17    objectives, viewed at from where I was, and I regarded as very shocking.

18            MR. NICE:  Can the witness please see our Exhibit 17.

19       Q.   Lord Ashdown, do you think you might be able to identify some of

20    the vehicles, pieces of equipment and vehicles that you saw?  If you

21    could --

22       A.   Yes.  I referred to armoured personnel carriers.  I can't be

23    certain about this vehicle here, but this one, which is --

24       Q.   Number 2.

25       A.   Number 1, I can't be certain about this one, but number 2, which

 1    is an armoured personnel carrier, I certainly saw at that stage.  And

 2    again, unless I'm mistaken, that's a T54 tank.  There were certainly

 3    those.

 4       Q.   Number 6.

 5       A.   But not, so far as I could tell from the distance I was at,

 6    those.

 7       Q.   Number 5.

 8       A.   Number 7.

 9       Q.   Is that something you did see?

10       A.   Yes.

11       Q.   Thank you.

12       A.   Not, as I can recall, number 8.  And I think probably 10, but not

13    the others on that sheet.

14       Q.   Did you see any small artillery pieces travelling in a particular

15    direction?

16       A.   Actually, we did.  I mean, the main -- the main activity going on

17    below me, I suppose something like two kilometres away, was a tank

18    engaging a collection of houses for an extended period of time.  But

19    looking to my north, I suddenly spotted, and I don't think it had been

20    seen before by the ECMM monitors, a deployment of troops, which I believe

21    to be Yugoslav army troops but I can't be absolutely certain, somewhere to

22    the north of Neziraj.

23       Q.   Can we put the map back on the -- the other map.

24       A.   Sorry.

25       Q.   Can we put it back on the overhead projector so that people can

 1    see it.

 2       A.   Right.  So I was here.  It appeared suddenly on the ridge about, I

 3    should think, a thousand metres, a kilometre away from me.  Through my

 4    binoculars, I could quite easily see troops deploying at least one gun -

 5    there may have been two - on a mountain ridge, and firing, so far as I

 6    could tell judging by the sound of the firing and the report of the shell,

 7    to the north of me; i.e., firing away from me into what I took to be -

 8    indeed there are no other possible targets there - the forests.  This

 9    being consistent with the refugee stories of being subjected to shell-fire

10    as they sought to escape Kosovo across -- through the forests and across

11    the high mountain passes.

12       Q.   Yes.  Can we now move on from that mission, in respect to which

13    you tell us you made a report to the Prime Minister, to the next visit, I

14    think it was on the 26th of September, three months later, a visit that

15    lasted some three days.

16            On that occasion, did you meet Dr. Rugova and an Albanian

17    delegation?

18       A.   I did.  I met -- I'd have to refer to my diaries if I were to go

19    through all the meetings, but I certainly met Dr. Rugova and other

20    representatives, Albanian representatives.

21       Q.   You set out in your statement - it's more fully set out than in

22    the summary that we have - your opinion of him as a man.  Just in a

23    sentence, please.

24       A.   Quiet, studious, rather withdrawn, really.  He claimed to be a

25    pacifist, and I can't comment on what contacts he may or may not have had

 1    with the KLA, but he certainly spoke in the language of a pacifist.  A man

 2    who was -- I think, regarded himself and was regarded by many,

 3    particularly in rural Kosovo, as the -- the moral head of their -- of

 4    their nation.

 5       Q.   Did you make a tour with the ambassador, UK ambassador, Brian

 6    Donnelly, and the military attache, John Crossland, of Western Kosovo?

 7       A.   I did.  I should say that that tour had been arranged and I'd

 8    indeed been collected by the British ambassador on this occasion.  I had

 9    received visas from the Yugoslav government, and I was carrying with me a

10    letter from Mr. Blair to Mr. Milosevic, then, of course,

11    President Milosevic.

12       Q.   Yes.

13       A.   We started from Pristina --

14       Q.   I don't know if you want to use the map --

15       A.   I think it might be --

16       Q.   -- to make more vivid your narrative.  So you can just fold it

17    yourself.

18       A.   I'll just see if I can find -- there we are.  It's slightly off

19    the map and would -- that would be a better --

20       Q.   We're concerned, of course, with the Pristina-Pec road.  And the

21    document at which you're looking, just for the purposes of the Chamber?

22       A.   This document is my diary.  The diary as published.  It's not -- I

23    just want to make sure that we get the dates right.  Right.

24       Q.   The Chamber has no objection to --

25       A.   On the 27th and the 28th.  On the 27th, we left Pristina here and

 1    travelled on the main road to Pec.  There's Pec up here.  And the main

 2    road runs here, and we were, of course, travelling in this direction.

 3       Q.   Yes.  What observations did you make in late September of 1998

 4    about the condition of the villages you passed; about farm animals, crops,

 5    and the like?

 6       A.   Well, all the way along this road, there was clear evidence of

 7    very substantial burning of properties.  The properties were, I think,

 8    almost all without exception, destroyed, uninhabited, shops on the sides

 9    of the road and in the small hamlets burnt, all the properties roofless,

10    having been set on fire, evidence of gunfire, shell holes, small-arms

11    holes.

12            I stopped -- can't be absolutely certain, I regret for the Court,

13    but I stopped on this road, I think somewhere around about the Klina

14    crossing.  This is Klina here.  Somewhere around about here.  I mean,

15    purely at random, simply so as to be able to take a look at one of these

16    hamlets for myself.  It consisted of I suppose half a dozen houses,

17    perhaps to a dozen houses, a small group of shops which I had suspected

18    being an auto repair shop and a television shop, and some purely

19    agricultural houses.

20            The cattle were either dead and bloated from putrefaction, having

21    been shot, or roaming the fields.  The houses seemed to me to have been

22    systematically burnt.  In one house I went into, there was a store of

23    grain which was, it appeared to me and I was told by those who accompanied

24    me, was clearly a store of grain for next year's planting - i.e., not

25    grain to be eaten but grain to be planted - that had been set on fire,

 1    destroyed by water, and trashed.

 2            And I can only describe this village like every other I saw, as

 3    being utterly trashed, nobody living there, and all means of livelihood in

 4    the village had been destroyed.

 5       Q.   Were there any local residents to whom you were able to speak?

 6       A.   No.  They'd all gone.

 7       Q.   The place was deserted?

 8       A.   Deserted.

 9       Q.   Did you -- did you reach Pec?

10       A.   We did.  We stopped for coffee in Pec, as I recall, and Pec struck

11    me as being nervous but quiet.  I mean, there was no immediate evidence of

12    destruction in the Pec area.

13            Indeed, if I recall correctly, close where we had coffee there

14    were a couple of Albanians who were busy sawing up wood for winter, and

15    there was every sign of a normal Balkan town preparing for the season

16    ahead.

17       Q.   And I think you visited a monastery.

18       A.   Yes.  I particularly wanted to be able to see, as it were, both

19    sides of the story, and so we visited the Decani monastery, which is

20    approximately here.  It's a wonderful jewel of a Serbian monastery.  I was

21    informed, and this was confirmed by everybody else, that to the nation of

22    Serbia, to Serbs, this area is rather like Canterbury is to Britain, their

23    centre of religious importance.

24            It's a very beautiful monastery, and I was rather privileged of

25    being shown around by one of the monks, Father Sava, and, if I recall,

 1    afterwards enjoying a glass of slivovitz with him.  But it was in perfect

 2    condition and that stage remains today, I'm informed, but I can't be

 3    certain of that, being completely untouched.

 4            I fear the same cannot be said of the villages down the

 5    Pec-Djakovica road.  It might be helpful if I were just to say that in one

 6    of these, a place called Prilep, the village was completely destroyed.  In

 7    my opinion and that of the military attache with me, it had been subject

 8    not only to tank and artillery fire but almost certainly to rocket fire,

 9    aircraft rockets, in our opinion, and there was certainly sufficient bits

10    of ordnance, bits of rocket lying around to indicate that.

11            In this village, I came across an elderly woman and her young

12    daughter living in the remains of a house.  She explained to me that she

13    came there every day from staying with her neighbours 14 or so kilometres

14    away, having been driven out of her village, to look after the farm

15    animals, and she explained to me how she was preparing to live in these

16    very miserable conditions, the whole of the village around her having been

17    destroyed during the winter.

18            I asked whether any men came back, and she said yes, some had

19    dared to.  She described a situation where two men had come back and done

20    something nobody else had dared to do, which was to spend the night in the

21    village.  And they had returned the next day to find both dead, with their

22    throats cut.

23       Q.   Before we -- just one minute.  Before you got to Prilep, had you

24    observed Albanian-dominated villages in the area of Decani?

25       A.   Yes.  Decani too was in a very bad state, though I think Prilep

 1    was the worst of them.

 2            In fairness, I think it's important to say that I did hear a story

 3    that, close to Prilep, some Serb policemen had been killed in a recent

 4    ambush, presumably by the KLA, and the condition of Prilep was the result

 5    of reprisals as a result of that military action.

 6       Q.   Did you visit a Serb community near Decani and get an account of

 7    KLA activity?

 8       A.   I did, actually.  When I was on my previous visit, I noticed a

 9    group of sparkling new houses in a -- what I can only describe as a

10    rather -- housing estate you would have recognised on the outskirts of any

11    British town, in the area not of Decani but of Junik.  If you remember, I

12    was watching the Junik area.  And I was informed on my previous visit that

13    this was the home of Serb refugees from the Krajina in Croatia.  And so I

14    wanted to see what condition they were in, and indeed I was able to see

15    the same houses I had seen in my earlier visit.

16            They were indeed occupied by Serbs, and although I was told

17    stories that they too had been subjected to KLA attack, I inspected the

18    outside of the houses carefully and only saw occasional -- I mean

19    occasional -- by "occasional," I mean four or five single bullet holes in

20    the outside.  They were at the time being visited by Serb police members

21    of the -- I suspect of the Ministry of Interior police, or MUP, but they

22    could have been Serb irregular units because they were often dressed in

23    very similar uniforms.

24            I have to say that -- that I saw no evidence there of a community

25    significantly under threat.  That is not to say that some Serbs had not
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 1    been taken by the KLA, murdered by the KLA.  I condemned that at the

 2    time.  It is not to say that there were Serb policemen who were not

 3    subject to attack, it is not to say that there were not ambushes, but this

 4    community of houses did not appear to me to be having experienced severe

 5    threats or having experienced significant or any, indeed, attacks.

 6       Q.   Thank you.  I think you visited some sites of alleged deaths of

 7    both Serbs and burial sites of Albanians?

 8       A.   Yes.  I was again concerned to make sure that I got a balanced

 9    picture and asked to be taken -- was taken to the site of an alleged Serb

10    execution.  I say "alleged" because I can't prove otherwise, but I have

11    presented my evidence of this to the International Tribunal.  I'm

12    convinced that an execution did take place there.  It was in a culvert of

13    a stream.  I was informed that six or seven Serbs had been executed

14    there.  Their bodies had been in the stream but were not there when I got

15    there, but they had been observed by Major Crossland.

16            Judging by the empty bullet cases that I found there, 7.62 short

17    magazine, Chinese origin shell cases, distributed in such a fashion that

18    there appeared to be four or five firing points, leading me to believe

19    that, (a), these were conducted by people with Chinese-manufacture

20    Kalashnikov weapons, a weapon that was very commonly used by the KLA, and

21    judging by the firing points, this had not been the result of a battle but

22    was indeed an execution.

23            I believe a -- I believe a couple or three days later,

24    Mr. Milutinovic from the Serbian government also visited this site.

25       Q.   I think you were able to go to the hills above Suva Reka.

 1       A.   Well, we next went to Orahovac.  I just need to find it.  This map

 2    isn't necessarily as absolutely clear.

 3            Orahovac is here, an area famous for its wine growing, where we

 4    were informed that some Albanians had been killed recently.  We were taken

 5    to a local refuse dump close to a cemetery, contiguous with the cemetery,

 6    really, and there were coffins sticking out of the refuse and a strong

 7    smell of putrefaction, leading me to believe that however they got there,

 8    there were bodies hastily buried here, and everything was consistent with

 9    the story that I had been heard -- I had heard.

10            We then passed along this road here, heading for Suva Reka,

11    through the village of Studencane, which is here.  I should explain that

12    this is a road with high mountains on the left-hand side and the valleys

13    of Kosovo stretching south down here.

14            As we came round the corner, I would imagine this corner of the

15    road, I was able to see beyond Suva Reka the whole of this valley here,

16    which forms a sort of amphitheatre for this area here.  And I am bound to

17    say I was deeply shocked by what I saw, as indeed was the British

18    ambassador, the British ambassador having been informed that the Yugoslav

19    government had said that the operations which were continuing against the

20    Drenica villages of Kosovo had stopped the previous day.  What we -- or

21    two days previously.

22            What we were presented with was an entire amphitheatre of hills in

23    which every village was ablaze, and we saw and heard the reports of

24    shell-fire, saw the explosions.

25       Q.   Were you able to gauge the weapons that were being used?

 1       A.   I've -- I have some experience in these matters.  Perhaps not as

 2    much as Colonel Crossland, but we concluded that the weapons being used

 3    here were artillery.  In our judgement, artillery being fired from the

 4    Dolje Blace feature.  This is a feature that runs down in this direction.

 5    Dolje is there, some seven to ten kilometres from the villages concerned.

 6       Q.   Yes.

 7       A.   And we could hear the -- not only see the strike of the shells,

 8    but we could hear the boom of the artillery.  And our conclusion was that

 9    the weapons being used here probably were the full range of weapons

10    available to an armoured brigade.  T54 tanks, probably.  Certainly there

11    was tank fire.  Artillery, certainly 120 millimetre, and we believed

12    perhaps as big as 150 millimetre.  And judging by the strikes we were able

13    to see in these villages, mortars.  And again, the strike of a mortar is

14    very particular as against an artillery shell, and we estimated mortars of

15    82 millimetre mortars and perhaps 120 millimetre mortars as well.

16            MR. NICE:  Your Honours, to conclude this passage of evidence,

17    there is --

18            JUDGE MAY:  I think it's now after 5.00 and we need to adjourn.

19    We'll look at that in the morning.

20            This witness has to finish by a certain time tomorrow.

21            MR. NICE:  Lunchtime.

22            JUDGE MAY:  Lunchtime.  Well, you will leave adequate time for

23    cross-examination.

24            MR. NICE:  Of course.  The balance will not take very long.

25            JUDGE MAY:  Very well.  Lord Ashdown, we're going to adjourn now.

 1    Would you remember in this adjournment and any other there may be not to

 2    speak to anybody about your evidence, including the Prosecution team,

 3    until it's over.  Could you be back, please, at half past nine.

 4                          --- Whereupon the hearing adjourned

 5                          at 5.02 p.m., to be reconvened on Friday,

 6                          the 15th day of March, 2002, at 9.30 a.m.

